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American Indian conference coming to Santa Barbara
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Santa Barbara For the first time, Santa Barbara will host the annual California Conference on American Indian Education. The conference, now in its 36th year, is the state's largest gathering of American Indian educators, parents and students, spokeswoman Hildy Medina said in a news release.
It will run Sunday to Tuesday at Fess Parker's Doubletree Resort by Hilton. This year's theme is "Native Roots: Past, Present and Future." During the conference, participants can share insights about tradition, academic educational methods and new trends impacting Native American education.
There will also be sessions specifically designed for younger participants, Ms. Medina said.
"The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is very proud to be a supporter of this very important conference," Kathleen Marshall, a Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians and conference committee member, said in a statement.
Chumash Indians members Adelina Alva-Padilla, Sara Moses, Grace Pacheco, Joe Talaugon and Mercy Weller will be honored as Native American elders at a special banquet Monday. The dinner will also honor other elders.
Chumash member Laura Colgate — mother of five and grandmother of two — is this year's Parent of the Year. Valerie Kahn, a senior at Santa Ynez Valley Union High School and a Chumash descendant, was named Student of the Year.
Conference registration opens at 11 a.m. Sunday.
— Emily Parker
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