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UPGRADES INCLUDE NEW FURNISHINGS, CARPETS AND HD TVS
June 4, 2013 • Staff Report

One of the Santa Ynez Valley’s “Four Diamond” hotels is setting a new standard for itself after a major renovation.
All 106 guest rooms, including 17 luxury suites at the Chumash Casino Resort Hotel, have been redesigned with new fixtures, furnishings, carpets, drapes, and high-tech upgrades including 40-inch high-definition TVs and a plug-in panel for digital devices. [image: Chumash Resort Hotel redefines itself]
The multimillion-dollar project is the first of its kind since the Automobile Club of Southern California “Four Diamond” hotel opened in 2004. The tribe did not disclose the project cost.
From the design and comfort level to the amenities and service, everything at the four-story hotel has been taken to the next level, said John Martino, executive director of hospitality for the Chumash Casino Resort Hotel, in a written statement.
“Our guests who experience the newly transformed guest rooms are still finding the same impeccable service and outstanding comfort with the added benefit of new stunning surroundings and the latest amenities,” he said.
Work began last September and a rollout of the new rooms began earlier this year with some tweaks still being made. The hotel lobby and hallways were untouched and some slight improvements were made at the spa, the only full-service spa in the Santa Ynez Valley.
Hundreds of pieces of old furniture — beds, armoires, dressers, night stands, sleeper sofas, end tables, light fixtures, floor lamps, mirrors, desks and art work — were donated to Good Samaritan Shelter, Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People, Unity Shoppe and Domestic Violence Solutions.
Santa Barbara-based SFA Design firm lead the renovation and redesign, which focused on incorporating “both literal and abstract elements of the Chumash tribe’s rich history,” according to the tribe.
“By transforming the interiors, we are now offering guests a more contemporary setting while holding onto truly authentic elements,” said Stacy Szuhy, an associate at SFA Design and the project’s lead designer, in a written statement. “Everything about the space from the rich textures and colors to the unique symbols will truly give guests a sense of place.”
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