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$10K in late donations save Lompoc fireworks show
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The sky will light up above Lompoc as last-minute donations to the city's annual Fourth of July fireworks show saved the beloved event from cancellation.
A total of $10,000 was donated. The Chumash Foundation provided $5,000 and several $100 and $1,000 donations from local businesses and private citizens helped fill the piggy bank.
Imerys Minerals, which operates the diatomaceous plant in Miguelito Canyon, matched the donations dollar for dollar, pushing the total to $20,000.
The estimated cost to run the show, including the fireworks, hiring pyrotechnicians and equipment, is around $24,000.
The remaining $4,000 balance will be paid for through ticket sales, which are expected to begin next week.
The last-minute donations were a relief for JoAnne Plummer, manager of the Lompoc Parks and Recreation Department.
"This time last week, we only had $2,400 and we had been working on some leads," she said. "We got a confirmation Wednesday night that the Chumash were going to donate $5,000 and in the next few days, other businesses started to make some donations as well."
The parks department has been organizing the annual fireworks show since 1998, taking the reins from the city Fire Department.
However, finances have been troubled since 2009, when the economy took a turn for the worse and funding from the city was eliminated.
It is difficult to raise that much money, Ms. Plummer said.
"Especially during these economic times, people have to make some tough choices," she said. "Either you want to donate to the homeless or to blow stuff up in the sky. Times are tougher and resources are tighter."
But there is a silver lining. Starting this year the city is allowing limited sales of "safe and sane" fireworks, with a portion of the proceeds to be allocated for 2014 fireworks show.
For Ms. Plummer, every year is a feel good story for Lompoc.
"We were in the same position last year and the community also pulled through," she said. "Every year on July 5, we start thinking how we can raise money.
Praising the department's efforts and the generosity of the community, Mayor John Linn said it is times like these that make it fun to be the mayor.
"I really appreciate our community partners who saw the show had come up short and stepped up to put some money in," Mr. Linn said. "This will be our last time we have to do this because the sales from 'safe and sane' will fund it."
The show will be held at Lompoc High School's Huyck Stadium.
Tickets are slated to go on sale next week at the Anderson Recreation Center. Pre-sale tickets will cost $2 for children and $4 for adults. Tickets at the gate will cost $5 for kids and $7 for adults.
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