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With Independence Day here, I thought I’d share with you a significant moment in the life of our reservation that occurred on July 4, 1969. That was the official date when running water was turned on for homes on our reservation in the valley.
I was just a young boy at the time. Tribal members for generations used to have to haul buckets of water from the stream. There was no running water, no indoor plumbing.
In the late 1960s, our Tribal Chairman was Edward Olivas. He had a vision for the future of our tribe, telling a local newspaper, “Our immediate goal is the installation of a water system in every home on the reservation; and our hope (is) that everyone will want to live on the reservation because it is a fine place to live.”
Our tribe over the past several decades has set out to see that our reservation is, indeed, a fine and welcoming place for our families to live. We have used the proceeds from our economic enterprises to further our self-determination programs. Such investments honor our ancestors and their struggles by making sure our tribe will live on for generations and generations to come.
Today, we are able to provide a wide range of vital government services, from a tribal health clinic and fire department, to offering a variety of educational and cultural programs for our families and community members. Being the proper stewards of this land also is key for us.
Today, we have hundreds of Chumash family members who would like to live in our reservation community but can’t because we lack space.
As Chairman Olivas said back in the 1960s: “We see a great future for the reservation. We’re not trying to improve the reservation for just the Indians, but for the entire community and the valley.”
Improving the quality of life for our families, and for the community in the valley, continues to be our goal.
Forty-four years ago, when clean, reliable running water came to the Chumash reservation, it marked the successful collaboration of tribal members, local businesses and other residents in the community from the valley, to Santa Barbara to North County. The county had condemned the water from Sanja de Cota Creek as unfit for human consumption. The goal became to bring running water to the reservation through pipes connected to the Lake Cachuma reservoir system.
That would take tens of thousands of dollars. Tribal members held numerous events — concerts, barbecues and dance contests to help earn money for the Reservation Improvement Fund. Every dollar mattered. County residents also joined in. They organized bake sales, lectures and many other fundraising events. Schoolchildren took up the cause. One example, from a local newspaper of the day: “Two eighth grade classes from Solvang School gave $28.46 which they collected among themselves instead of exchanging gifts at their school Christmas parties.”
Finally, on July 4, 1969, the water started flowing.
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