[image: ]
Chumash meeting ends abruptly
TRIBAL CHAIRMAN CITES TOO LITTLE DIALOGUE, TOO MUCH DEBATE
(Extended version of story that appeared in Santa Maria Times)
January 24, 2013  •  By Julian J. Ramos / Staff Writer / jramos@syvnews.com
Chumash officials convened a public meeting Monday night to get comments on options for subdividing their 1,400 agricultural acres known as Camp 4, about 2 miles from their reservation, but Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta abruptly cut the meeting short.
[image: Chumash meeting ends abruptly]About 90 minutes into the presentation at Hotel Corque, Armenta stood up from his chair, grabbed a microphone and said the presentation was meant for “dialogue, not debate,” and he ended the meeting during the public-comment segment that was being facilitated by Assemblyman Das Williams, whose 35th District includes the Santa Ynez Valley. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The tribe owns the property at the northeast corner of highways 154 and 246 and Armour Ranch Road but wants to add it to its reservation as sovereign land rather than private property.
The tribe bought the land in April 2010 from Fess Parker Enterprises and wants to resolve a housing shortage on its 130-acre Santa Ynez reservation by building 143 single-family homes on part of it. Those homes originally were proposed to be on the northeast corner of the property farthest from the highway intersection, near Baseline and Mora avenues, but the tribe showed other possibilities Monday night.
In the public-comment portion of the meeting, several speakers, some who have been consistent critics of the tribe’s actions, repeated their objection to the land being “taken into trust” as part of the reservation, because then there would be nothing to constrain development on the property. County land use policy, primarily the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan, a 20-year blueprint for growth in the valley, would not apply to the land if it was part of the reservation.
The final question before Armenta’s abrupt adjournment came from a woman who asked Williams how much money in contributions he had taken from the Chumash. Williams said he has taken donations from “all sides” of the Camp 4 debate.
Afterward, Armenta told reporters he thought the meeting went “very well” and he had heard some legitimate concerns and comments. Another public meeting will be held, he said, but the date hasn’t been set.
The Chumash have indicated their desire to add the land to their reservation through direct congressional legislation, rather than the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ (BIA) administrative fee-to-trust procedure. If made part of the reservation, the sovereign tribal land would become exempt from local and state taxes and local planning and zoning laws.
Any construction on Camp 4 would be subject to rules and review by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers. Oversight for development would be by the BIA in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, tribal officials said.
Armenta said there is no update to the legislative fee-to-trust process and he has had no talks with Congresswoman Lois Capps regarding Camp 4.
Sam Cohen, the tribe’s legal and government affairs specialist, said the tribe has had some “favorable responses in Congress” about legislation for Camp 4, and the tribe “continues to more the process forward.”
Although the tribe has said it would make no economic sense to build another casino, nothing could stop them from building one or some other high-density development if the land becomes part of the tribe’s sovereign reservation, opponents have noted.
However, tribal officials have said federal restrictions would prohibit that.
Also, some opponents have said that moving tribal housing off the existing reservation would open up space there for another casino.
Under the tribe’s compact with the state, the Chumash could expand gaming on the reservation, Armenta said, but that is unlikely.
“I don’t think we’ll see that,” he said.
To replace the loss of property tax revenue by the county, the tribe proposed a “cooperative agreement” in June 2011 that offered a payment in lieu of taxes.
However, county officials have not officially responded to the offer.
Cohen said the agreement proposed a $1 million annual payment from the tribe to the county for 10 years, and the tribe offered to waive sovereign immunity on the land.
After the meeting, 3rd District county Supervisor Doreen Farr told reporters she hoped to “correct the record” regarding the cooperative agreement and other issues pertaining to the county.
The proposed agreement is “full of blanks,” Farr said, and the document lacks both a “stable project description” and plans for the rest of the property, which is the size of Solvang.
She also said the $1 million a year payment would be “a drop in the bucket” and does not address all property tax impacts, including those to local school districts, such as the College School District in Santa Ynez and the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School District, which get most of their funding from property taxes.
Farr, who plans to put her concerns in writing to the tribe, said she would prefer the tribe go through the county planning process as it has with some other developments, including the renovation of Hotel Corque, formerly the formerly the Royal Scandinavian Inn.
“They (the tribe) haven’t wanted to do that,” she said.
The crowd of about 300 people included Solvang Mayor Jim Richardson, Buellton Mayor Judith Dale, former 3rd District Supervisor Brooks Firestone, and Solvang City Councilwoman Joan Jamieson. A representative of Gov. Jerry Brown’s office was expected but didn’t arrive.
There were also a number of vocal tribal opponents such as Doug Herthel and Kathy Cleary of Preservation of Los Olivos (POLO), Jim Marino of No More Slots, former county Planning Commissioners Lansing Duncan and C.J. Jackson, and Steve Pappas, at two-time candidate for 3rd District supervisor.
Ken Williams, an attorney for POLO and POSY, said at the meeting that the Chumash are “counting their chickens before they’re hatched” regarding Camp 4 because the tribe has yet to file a zoning variance with the county, find someone in Congress to sponsor the federal trust bill, or submit a fee-to-trust application.
Steve Davis of Culver City-based Summit Project Management described eight possible subdivision concepts for the 1,390-acre property, which is zoned for agriculture on lots of no less than 100 acres each.
One of the options proposed homes on 5-acre lots; the other seven showed each home on a 1-acre lot, with the subdivision clustered on various areas of the property, such as the northeast corner, southeast corner, northwest corner, and center. In other scenarios, an existing 300-acre vineyard would be relocated. Development on Camp 4 could also include a new administration building and medical clinic, according to the tribe’s plans.
The tribe has an administration building and medical clinic, along with 73 homes, on its existing reservation.
Williams, who described the 5-acre lot proposal as the “worst thing that could happen in this process,” said he believes the tribe will be successful in taking the land into federal trust through legislation, and minimizing the impact to the community is the discussion that concerned residents should engage in with the tribe, not taking the matter to court to slow things down.
The comments from the meeting will be taken back to the tribal membership and ultimately those members will vote on a subdivision plan. At the time of the purchase, all living tribal members were told they would get a lot assignment, tribal officials said.
The tribe plans to post the subdivision alternatives and other details online at www.chumashfacts.com.
Several Santa Ynez Valley community groups have lined up against the fee-to-trust plans for Camp 4, with POLO and Preservation of Santa Ynez (POSY) prominent among them.
In August 2011, Santa Ynez Valley Concerned Citizens, Women’s Environmental Watch, POLO and POSY sponsored a town hall meeting at the Solvang Veterans Memorial Building regarding the tribe’s Camp 4 annexation efforts.
A few weeks later in the Samala Showroom of the Chumash Casino, tribal leaders defended their Camp 4 plans in another town hall meeting.
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