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Heated Chumash Meeting About Camp 4 Project Ends Abruptly
By NORA K. WALLACE NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER
	[image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2046370.jpeg]

		Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta, left, and Tribal Vice Chairman Richard Gomez listen to public comments during a meeting about Camp 4 development Monday evening in Solvang.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Facing significant opposition about its plans for some 1,400 acres of property it owns in the rural valley, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians on Monday night presented to the community a list of development options it is considering for tribal housing.
It was the second public meeting geared specifically to the tribe's "Camp 4," and the first to offer specific details and drawings about what the Chumash plan for the land, located near the junction of State Routes 154 and 246 and once owned by the late actor-developer Fess Parker.
But instead of hearing from the approximately 300 people in the audience about the numerous specific housing lot "footprints" it presented, tribal leaders heard instead oft-voiced concerns about the possibility of more gaming and the unspoken impacts to schools, traffic, water, zoning and more.
The audience in the ballroom of the tribe's Root 246 restaurant included a large group of Chumash employees; opponents such as members of Preservation of Los Olivos and Preservation of Santa Ynez and elected officials including 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr and Solvang Mayor Jim Richardson, among others. Assemblyman Das Williams, D-Santa Barbara, was the moderator.
Calling it the start of a "great dialogue," Chumash Chairman Vincent Armenta and Government Affairs and Legal Officer Sam Cohen detailed the tribe's desire to build 143 homesites for its members, and reiterated that it had no plans to expand its gaming operations.
Many in the audience weren't convinced and peppered the representatives with questions about the project and the tribe's intentions, rather than specifically speaking about housing layout plans.
After several in the audience began shouting out questions and comments to Mr. Williams about receiving Chumash political contributions, Mr. Armenta abruptly ended the meeting, saying the night was meant to be a "dialogue not a debate."
"I'm glad we got some of the good comments out to begin with, because I knew there were individuals in the room that were going to act the same as they have for the past 12 years," Mr. Armenta said following the 90-minute meeting, referring to past public meetings that have dissolved into shouting matches and required a law enforcement presence.
Earlier in the evening, the tribe presented a number of housing alternatives for the land, including building one home per five acres; clustering homes on one-acre lots in the northeast corner; placing homes on one-acre lots in three clusters with road setbacks and relocating 100 acres of vineyards closer to State Route 154.
"This is going to be an interactive process and we'll try to work together the best we can," Mr. Cohen said.
The Chumash do not plan to go through the regular county processes for a housing development on the agriculturally zoned land, but instead plan to seek legislation for the approval of an application that would place the land into its reservation boundaries.
That federal designation, called fee-to-trust, essentially removes the land from county jurisdiction in terms of zoning and property tax payments.
Mr. Williams said the goal of the meeting was to "reduce as much as possible the impacts a development has on the community," adding that he hoped the comments would be "as realistic and constructive as possible."
He was, however, one of the only speakers to actually offer an opinion on a specific development layout. Most of the audience instead spoke about concerns about other factors such as traffic, property values and loss of county tax revenue.
"No plan here is perfect," Mr. Williams said. "It will still help the tribe and the conversation if some of the ideas were taken off the table early in this process."
He said that he would "love nothing more than there to be no development on Camp 4. I don't think that's going to happen."
Mr. Williams said he had little doubt the Chumash would be successful in the fee-to-trust process and residents would have to "weigh the tough choice of whether to engage the tribe to minimize impacts or fight in a court of law to slow it down."
In giving details about each housing concept, Steve Davis, vice president of Summit Project Management, told the audience that the tribe wanted to maintain the rural character of the land and plan to build in the "most sustainable way possible. We want to be as sensitive as possible to the nature and features of the site and lay a light footprint on this beautiful property."
Former county supervisor and assemblyman Brooks Firestone told the tribe he wasn't sure what it was trying to accomplish with the meeting.
"I thought we had a plan for the valley and we spent years putting that plan together," Mr. Firestone said to loud applause. "All of us have lived here knowing zoning and the preservation of agriculture is one of the hallmarks of Santa Barbara County and this valley. This denies all those philosophies. The president today made a wonderful speech about equality of all the people. In my opinion, we should all live under the same rules."
Former Santa Barbara County planning commissioner Lansing Duncan dubbed the presentation a "red herring."
"The concern of so many is, there's nothing to constrain the tribe in terms of what they do in the future," Mr. Duncan said.
Although the tribe has offered the county an in lieu of payment for the loss of property tax revenue via a cooperative agreement, Mr. Duncan charged that it would not "make up for the infinite. Forever, the community will be in the hole for offsetting the impacts of this development."
Mr. Cohen acknowledged that the tribe has presented a cooperative agreement to the county, offering $1 million annually for 10 years and waiving its tribal sovereignty during that time to make it legally enforceable.
Ms. Farr, whose 3rd District includes the tribal land, said she was waiting to speak but was not able to because the meeting ended unexpectedly.
"If this were a public meeting to take public input to say 'We're refining our options to present our plan to the county,' that would be one thing," Ms. Farr said after the meeting. "But if it's to say 'We're presenting this to see if we can tell federal legislators that there's local community support for fee-to-trust,' that's a totally different discussion."
The county, she noted, has a process that would enable the Chumash to do a specific plan for the entire plan.
"They haven't wanted to do that," she added.
Ms. Farr also said it was not clear that the Chumash would be legally prohibited from expanding gaming onto the Camp 4 land, or perhaps evening expanding onto the property where tribal housing now exists, once those residents move to Camp 4.
The cooperative agreement, Ms. Farr said, contains numerous "blanks" and has an expiration date of 2020.
The supervisor said she has been open about her concerns and points of disagreement with the tribe and said she believes the information presented Monday needs to be corrected.
Mr. Armenta scoffed at the idea that the tribe was not being truthful about its plans for more gaming.
"We operate under an existing (gaming) compact," Mr. Armenta said. "Our existing compact says we can expand now if we want to. No one has seen it. If the tribe wanted to expand, they would expand. We haven't done it. We have the right to do it. We haven't done it. It's just a scare tactic."
Mr. Cohen said that more detailed schematic drawings and additional information on economic impacts from the housing development would be revealed at future public meetings, though no dates were disclosed. He said later that the tribe has received "favorable response" from a number of members of Congress about carrying fee-to-trust legislation and are continuing "to move the process forward."
The tribe is expected to put more information about the housing plans at www.chumashfacts.com.
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