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Care for land a long tradition
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With the beginning of 2013, I thought it a good time to reflect on our tribal concern for the environment and some of the programs and policies we have in place to make the valley a greener place to live.
Our tribal government — as our ancestors before us did for thousands of years — knows the importance of caring for the land for those of us living today and for those to come in the future. Our tribe was the original steward of the land in the county known as the birthplace of the modern environmental movement.
The vast territory that our tribe traditionally lived, traversed and hunted on since time immemorial was taken away. Our Chumash Reservation in the valley is just 138 acres, mainly the creek bed and the surrounding bank areas where our ancestors found refuge in the 1800s after Mexico secularized the mission. Part of our reservation was “lost” to an easement for state Highway 246.
Except for development in the creek bed, which would be an environmentally unwise undertaking, there’s simply no more room for all our family members who want to live on the reservation.
This is why our tribe purchased the Camp 4 property about two miles east of the reservation to place into federal trust as part of our reservation. We hope to build about 140 low-density homes so our families can live on land under the stewardship of our tribal government.
The land would be subject to the environmental regulations of our tribal government and the federal government.
Our tribe sees the land and natural world as more than just resources. We’ve made a commitment to being the best environmental stewards we can be by using sustainable practices, from our business enterprises to tribal government operations.
The tribe last year was a recipient of the Energy Smart Award for efforts on energy efficiency, resource conservation and environmental leadership. The award recognized numerous green-friendly steps taken by the Chumash Casino Resort, everything from placing solar collectors on the roof, to installing LED lighting on the gaming floor, to using recycled water in restrooms and irrigation.
The tribe began its efforts to go green long ago. The Chumash Casino Resort, for example, a decade ago began requiring that employees use its commuter buses from various cities in the county. The free bus service has reduced traffic and the use of fossil fuels.
Newer enterprises have continued the tradition. Our new vineyard operations use sustainable farming practices, including limiting pesticide use.
In 1998, we established the Environmental Office. Its mission is “to enhance and preserve the natural environment of the Chumash Reservation to provide a safe and healthy community for its residents and visitors.”
The office has focused on resource management programs and greening tribal operations, including solid waste management, natural resource protection and renewable energy development. You can learn more about our programs at www.santaynezchumash.org and www.syceo.org.
A news article last year described our work. It noted: “The Chumash have planted community gardens, switched tribal trucks to bio fuel, landscaped with native, drought-tolerant species, installed vast solar arrays on both community buildings and private residences, started recycling gray water and rainwater, and restored creeks with the best bioengineering in mind ... The cumulative effect is what makes the reservation truly stand out.”
Respect for the earth is a covenant linking our ancestors and future generations. It is our environmental pledge between generations.
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