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Chumash Descendant Named to State Board of Education
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The education director for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has been appointed to serve on the 11-member California State Board of Education.
Lompoc resident Nicolasa "Niki" Sandoval was named to the board by Gov. Jerry Brown this week.
The state board is the governing and policy-making body of the state's Department of Education, and sets education policy for public schools, kindergarten through 12th grade, in standards, instructional materials, assessment and accountability.
The board is charged with adopting textbooks for primary through eighth grades, and approves regulations to implement legislation related to education. The board has the authority to grant waivers of the Education Code.
Dr. Sandoval, 42, was the first descendant of the tribe to earn a doctoral degree, and was named director of tribal education in 2009. She received her doctorate in educational leadership and organizations in 2007 from UCSB.
"As a graduate of the public school system and a first-generation college graduate, I am committed to improving educational opportunities and outcomes for all California students," Dr. Sandoval said in a statement. "I look forward to applying my academic foundations and professional experiences to the work of the State Board of Education."
Dr. Sandoval said she is honored to work with Chumash community members.
"Our youth and adults place a high value on education and the role it plays in a bright future," she said. "Our educational initiatives embrace children and families from birth through adulthood by supporting kindergarten readiness, educational attainment and career transitions."
Dr. Sandoval was born in Sacramento and moved to Chumash reservation in Santa Ynez at the age of 9. Her mother is of Chumash heritage and her father is of Mexican descent.
Prior to the tribal post, she was the consulting and information manager for the Santa Barbara-based Nonprofit Support Center.
Dr. Sandoval is a former assistant director for community services at the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., along with other roles during her seven-year tenure at the museum.
Dr. Sandoval was a public affairs assistant at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History from 1994 to 1995 and a press assistant at the J. Paul Getty Museum from 1991 to 1993.
She earned her undergraduate degree in public relations from Pepperdine University and master's degree in museum studies from George Washington University.
Since 2007 Dr. Sandoval has been a lecturer at UCSB in its Education Department. She instructs undergraduates about pursuing careers in teaching, academic counseling and school psychology.
"Our next generation of educational leadership in California holds great promise for our collective future," Dr. Sandoval said.
Her work with the tribe was lauded by Vincent Armenta, Chumash chairman, in a statement.
"Niki's passion and dedication to education is evident in the excellent work she does as director of the tribe's education department," Mr. Armenta said. "She really cares about our children and making sure they are given the educational opportunities needed to ensure a brighter future."
Dr. Sandoval was appointed to a three-year term, filling out a position vacated by James Ramos, chairman of the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians.
Terms are typically four years, and the governor's appointees receive a stipend of $100 per day when attending board meetings.
Her appointment must be confirmed by the state Senate.
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