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Chumash to hold meeting about Camp 4 project
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians will hold a public meeting later this month to speak about preliminary plans for housing the tribe hopes to build on some 1,400 acres it owns in the valley.
The land, often called "Camp 4," was purchased by the tribe in 2010. Located near the junction of State Routes 154 and 246, the land was once owned by the late actor-developer Fess Parker. The property encompasses about two square miles and has been the subject of heated speculation as to what the tribe plans to do with it.
The public meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 21 at the tribe's Hotel Corque, 400 Alisal Road in Solvang.
"Since we purchased the land in 2010, many questions have surfaced," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, in a statement. "After reviewing several possible plans for tribal housing development with our tribal members, we are now ready to share information on those plans with the public."
In a press release, and in a past public meeting, Mr. Armenta has said the Chumash want to solve a housing shortage on its reservation lands by building homes on the property for tribal members and their families.
"At the meeting, design professionals will present preliminary plans for our proposed tribal homes," he said. "In addition, tribal representatives will be available to answer questions."
The Chumash have invited Assemblyman Das Williams, D-Santa Barbara, to attend. A representative from Gov. Jerry Brown's office also is expected to attend.
During a public meeting in 2011 at the Chumash Casino, Mr. Armenta spoke to about 250 members of the public about the future of the land, and emphatically said the tribe won't build a casino on the property.
Members of the public, particularly the activist group Preservation of Los Olivos (P.O.L.O.), have expressed concerns that the tribe can build what it wants on the land, including a casino or some type of facility they say would be out of character with the rural valley.
In an email blast to its members, Preservation of Los Olivos leaders urged community members to attend the meeting.
"We anticipate that they will be continuing their efforts to have this land taken into federal 'trust' so that they do not have to follow the rules you and I would have to follow, nor pay the taxes you and I would have to pay," the alert noted. "P.O.L.O. and other community groups across the United States have proven the harm to communities when land is in federal 'trust.'"
P.O.L.O. is in litigation against the Department of Interior regarding 6.9 acres the tribe owns across the street from its casino and resort.
The tribe is seeking to place that land into trust, which means it would be placed within the boundaries of the reservation. The federal fee-to-trust designation essentially removes the land from county jurisdiction in terms of zoning and property tax payments.
Mr. Armenta has indicated the Chumash need to house 140 members and their families, to ensure what he has called the "long-term survival" of the tribe.
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