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Expansion OK’d for tribe’s liquor license
OPPONENTS CAN APPEAL ABC STAFF APPROVAL
February 5, 2013  •  By Julian J. Ramos / Staff Writer / jramos@syvnews.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]A request by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians for an expanded liquor license at its casino and resort has been approved by state administrators, but the tribe expects the decision to be appealed.
Officials from the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) announced the approval Wednesday. A four-day hearing on the license expansion was held before an administrative law judge at Solvang City Hall in October.
When the casino and hotel were built, there were public protests from people who felt the resort should serve no alcohol at all, but the ABC issued a restricted license.
The tribe received what the ABC calls a “type 47” license for the casino building in 2005, which restricts the serving of alcohol to The Willows, a fine-dining restaurant on the third floor, one floor above the main gambling floor.
It also received a “type 70” license that allows the adjacent hotel to serve alcohol in two private meeting rooms, via room service, and via mini-bars in individual hotel rooms.
The tribe is seeking to drop the type 70 license and expand the type 47 license to cover the same kind of service in the hotel but add alcohol service in the casual-dining Creekside Buffet next to The Willows and allow alcohol to be served in the Samala Showroom during any event in which at least 80 percent of the floor space is devoted to banquet seating.
Steve Raftopoulos, one of the appellants of record at the hearing, said he was not taken aback by the approval, and felt that the agency responsible for alcohol licensing and compliance failed.
“Given that the judge refused to accept as evidence the crime and DUI statistics provided to us by local law enforcement, I am not surprised by his decision. Dramatic increases in crime and DUIs in our community are the very reason this hearing took place. By refusing to accept the evidence, the ABC has fallen woefully short of fulfilling its mission to protect the safety of the people of this state,” he said in an email.
He did not indicate whether he would file an appeal.
Upon request of the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department, the permit for the expanded license includes 18 conditions agreed on by the tribe, such as a prohibition against alcohol being served in the 14,000-square-foot showroom during other events that are routinely held there, such as concerts, boxing matches and bingo games.
Also, alcohol could not be sold or consumed in the gaming areas of the casino.
“ABC will stay in close contact with local law enforcement to ensure that any concerns about public safety are addressed,” an agency announcement said.
Sam Cohen, the tribe’s legal and government affairs specialist, said the tribe anticipates that opponents of the license will file an appeal of the decision.
They have 30 days to submit their written argument to the three-member appeal board, appointees of the governor, said ABC spokesman John Carr.
If the appeal board decision is also appealed, the matter would go to District Court, Carr said.
An interim retail permit for the tribe was approved in September 2010 and has been renewed every 120 days.  
The interim permit was approved because Sheriff Bill Brown and the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors withdrew their protests after the conditions were accepted in writing and because an ABC investigation indicated conditional issuance was appropriate, ABC said.
Administrative Law Judge Matthew Ainley, who presided over the hearing in Solvang from Oct. 16-19, determined “there was insufficient evidence to support a claim that issuance of the license will lead to an increase in crime or create or aggravate a law enforcement problem,” according to the ABC announcement.
“ABC is aware that an expansion of the licensed area inside the premises may result in more patrons going to the location. It is expected that the licensee will be vigilant in checking identifications and help keep alcohol out of the hands of minors, and be compliant with all ABC laws and regulations.”
Among his findings, Ainley found there wasn’t enough evidence to support a claim that issuance of the license will result in or add to an undue concentration of licenses, or to support a claim that approving the license will have an adverse impact to a nearby county park.
The judge also said he “did not find evidence that minors are obtaining alcoholic beverages inside the premises or that they will be able to obtain alcoholic beverages if the license is issued, particularly in light of controls put into place by the applicant and the conditions attached to the license.”
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