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Opponents promise appeal of Chumash liquor expansion
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An appeal of an expanded liquor license for the Chumash Casino Resort will be filed this week, according to one of the protesters of the decision by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).
In January, ABC officials announced approval of the license expansion following a four-day hearing before an administrative law judge at Solvang City Hall in October.
Attorney Jim Marino, one of the appellants of record at the hearing, said Monday a written argument to the three-member appeal board, appointees of the governor, was to be filed by mid-week.
“There’s going to be (an appeal),“ he said.
Stephen Warren Solomon, senior partner at Solomon, Saltsman & Jamieson in Playa Del Rey who represented the tribe at the hearing in Solvang, said he believes the outcome of the appeal will be in favor of the tribe.
The appellants “can do whatever they are going to do,” he said.
Administrative Law Judge Matthew Ainley, who presided over the hearing in Solvang from Oct. 16-19, determined “there was insufficient evidence to support a claim that issuance of the license will lead to an increase in crime or create or aggravate a law enforcement problem,” according to the ABC announcement.
When the casino and hotel were built, there were public protests from people who felt the resort should serve no alcohol at all, but the ABC issued a restricted license.
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians received what the ABC calls a “type 47” license for the casino building in 2005, which restricts the serving of alcohol to The Willows, a fine-dining restaurant on the third floor, one floor above the main gambling floor.
It also received a “type 70” license that allows the adjacent hotel to serve alcohol in two private meeting rooms, via room service, and via mini-bars in individual hotel rooms.
The tribe is seeking to drop the type 70 license and expand the type 47 license to cover the same kind of service in the hotel but add alcohol service in the casual-dining Creekside Buffet next to The Willows and allow alcohol to be served in the Samala Showroom during any event in which at least 80 percent of the floor space is devoted to banquet seating.
An interim retail permit for the tribe was approved in September 2010 and has been renewed every 120 days.
Upon request of the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department, the permit for the expanded license includes 18 conditions agreed on by the tribe, such as a prohibition against alcohol being served in the 14,000-square-foot showroom during other events that are routinely held there, such as concerts, boxing matches and bingo games.
Also, alcohol could not be sold or consumed in the gaming areas of the casino.
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