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Solvang Council to Consider Use of Indian Gaming Funds
By CATHERINE SHEN NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT
	


February 25, 2013 7:13 AM
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Solvang City Council tonight will discuss a possible Indian gaming funds application for potential projects in fiscal year 2012-13.
A total of $736,750 is available from the Santa Barbara County Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee for eligible jurisdictions. This includes $294,700 in discretionary grants and $442,050 in nexus grants, which the city is eligible for due to its proximity to the Chumash Casino, according to the staff report.
This is the same amount that was available last year and about half of what has previously been available annually to the committee for distribution, the staff report says.
Based on the draft application, priority recipients of the grant money include law enforcement, fire services, emergency medical services, environmental impacts, water supplies, waste disposal, behavioral, health, planning and adjacent land use, roads, recreation and youth and child care programs. The application requires that projects be completed in the fiscal year they are received. A description of the impacts related to the casino should also be included in the application.
The staff report says Caltrans must approve the casino project if it is located on Mission Drive, since the road is a state highway. Previous projects to install traffic signals on the state highway were considered, but ultimately were not submitted due to constraints.
State Highway 246 and Alamo Pintado Road improvements and the Solvang fire station remodel are some projects previously funded by the Indian gaming funds.
The city hopes to apply for traffic-related projects; however, due to project approval delays by the state on the Highway 246 and Alamo Pintado projects last year, staffers said they are hesitant to submit additional projects on Mission Drive. Because only half the normal funding is available, another alternative would be to apply for supplemental funding of the city's community resource deputy position.
Historically, according to the staff report, the position was funded through the Citizens' Option for Public Safety program of $100,000. But the full cost of the position beginning last fiscal year rose to $115,000, requiring the city to use general fund monies to fully fund the position over and above the annual contract cost for law enforcement services in the Santa Barbara County.
The deadline to submit the grant application is March 15.
The meeting will begin 7 p.m. in the Solvang City Council Chambers, 1644 Oak St.
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