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Educational excellence at home, beyond
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Our tribal government has made investing in education a priority. We are seeing members of our families graduating from levels ranging from grade school to graduate school. Every graduation is a milestone that should be celebrated.
Our commitment to education also is a way to honor our ancestors, who endured so much for us to stay together as a tribe, and to provide a better path for the generations to come.
In my previous columns, I have discussed some of our many educational programs. Another one is our Learning Center on the Chumash Reservation, which our tribal General Council voted two years ago to establish.
The center has a computer lab, library, parent resources, curricular materials and seven smaller study spaces to accommodate tutorial sessions individualized for each student. Two of these study spaces have smaller-sized tables and chairs to accommodate children in pre-school or kindergarten.
There’s a classroom for larger study groups. Also on-site: An edible garden and greenhouse that creates outdoor learning opportunities for students and families.
Some facts about our work at the center:
· Seventy-four students affiliated with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians attend local public schools.
· Twenty-four students affiliated with our tribe attend local private schools with tuition assistance from the tribe.
· Our tribe funds tutorial services for 71 tribal students who attend local schools.
· Our tribe has retained 26 local, credentialed teachers to serve as tutors for tribal students.
· Our tribe works in partnership with local public and private schools by funding on-site academic intervention for students in need.
Our tribal government’s education director is Dr. Niki Sandoval, who knows first-hand the challenges that have faced Native Americans in the educational system. And she understands the value of realizing one’s educational potential.
Dr. Sandoval obtained a doctorate degree in education at UCSB. She also serves as a lecturer in the Education Department at UCSB, where she enjoys working with undergraduates interested in teaching, academic counseling and school psychology.
Dr. Sandoval has been an inspiration to our students and driving force behind many of our educational initiatives. Now we are pleased to know she also will be able to use her expertise on a statewide level.
The governor has appointed her to the State Board of Education, the governing and policy-making body of the state’s Department of Education. The board sets education policy for public schools, kindergarten through 12th grade, in standards, instructional materials, assessment and accountability.
Dr. Sandoval says: “As someone who was educated in the Santa Ynez Valley’s public schools and a first generation college graduate, I am committed to improving educational opportunities and outcomes for all California students. I look forward to applying my community-based experience and the educational foundations I obtained at UCSB to the work of the State Board of Education.”
She adds that as education director for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, she is “honored to work with our community members. Our youth and adults place a high value on education and the role it plays in a bright future. Our educational initiatives embrace children and families from birth through adulthood by supporting kindergarten readiness, educational attainment and career transitions.”
When I see our young people studying at our Learning Center, I can envision the bright futures that lie ahead for them as well, and the role models, like Dr. Sandoval, that they too will become for the next generations.
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