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A year of progress for us all
December 19, 2013  •  Vincent Armenta/Commentary
[bookmark: _GoBack]This year has been another busy one for our tribal government. We are grateful, especially during these trying times, that we can provide jobs for our neighbors in the Santa Ynez Valley and throughout Santa Barbara County.
Our tribe has been on a long journey toward economic self-sufficiency. Next year will mark the 20th anniversary of gaming operations on our reservation. And this year, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Chumash Casino Resort.
Our tribally owned businesses are one part of our story. Perhaps lesser known to some of you are our tribal government operations that provide vital services to our tribal members, their families and the community.
You, no doubt, have read or heard about our plans to add a nearby property that we own in the valley, known as Camp 4, to our reservation. The goal is to place the land into federal trust so our families can live together on land under tribal stewardship.
But our tribal government is also involved in much more, as well. It’s impossible to cover all that’s being done by our government in this column. But I wanted to provide a small sampling to give you a flavor of the work we are doing.
Our education department is increasing the opportunities available to our young people, from providing tutoring to offering special programs rooted in our heritage for them. We are teaching our youth to become social entrepreneurs to give back to the community.
Our cultural department and elders council continue to honor the legacy of our ancestors by promoting our traditions and customs. The program to revive our native Samala language has become a national model.
This fall, our annual inter-tribal pow-wow in the valley drew thousands of people, followed by our annual Chumash Culture Days. These and other cultural events provide an opportunity for the community to meet us and other native people from across the country, to share our customs and traditions with each other.
Our tribal health clinic — whose motto is “good health for all people” — has completed another year improving the lives of our families and many other residents of Santa Barbara County. The clinic recently achieved a three-year accreditation through the Association for Ambulatory Healthcare (AAAHC) among the highest accreditation for a health care facility in the country.
You learn more about its health services on the Web at www.sythc.org.
The Chumash Fire Department’s crews not only help safeguard our reservation but are on-call to battle wildfires elsewhere - in the valley and beyond. Our award-winning environmental office is leading in green innovations.
Eight years ago we established the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. It was founded on a basic principle: To build partnerships to make our community a better place to live and work. We were happy to provide nonprofit groups and schools assistance as they faced another year of economic challenges.
We wish you a happy and safe holiday season. And here’s to 2014, and more progress for us all in the year to come.
Vincent Armenta is the Tribal Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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