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Editorials: Chumash Envy
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Envy is an odd fellow. It can just as easily be the traveling companion of resentment or respect. I envy the Chumash because I respect them and wish we all had that they have. And, no, I am not speaking of owning a resort.
The Chumash have a common history and a shared destiny, bound together by ancestry, culture and place. The reservation that once bound them now serves them. They are a nation, but more importantly, they are a family with roots. They respect their elders and look after their young. They hold to the past while preparing and planning for the future. Their government is a reflection and extension of community.
They are not so self-absorbed that they have forgotten to be gracious and generous to the less fortunate in the community. This has long been their tradition even when they themselves were considered the poorest among us. Every day they continue to make our community a better place, even though there are some in the community that resent their being here, and that which they have built with the blessing of the voters of the state of California.
I have long sought one thing in this county and that is the acknowledgment that the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is a federally recognized tribe and that they are a legitimate government entity afforded certain rights by the state of California and the federal government.
I believe that denying and ignoring this government status of the tribe is the source of much of the animosity in the valley and it is incumbent upon our leaders to heal the rift in the community via this acknowledgment. I am glad that county Supervisor Salud Carbajal is bringing the subject of government-to-government dialogue to the board, and I hope it is the beginning of a relationship of trust and respect.
Much of the acrimony in the valley has to do with the resort and the future of the property the tribe bought from the late Fess Parker, known as Camp 4. The tribe wants to build houses on this property. Some in the valley fear subterfuge is at hand and that the tribe's real plan is to expand the casino. But I believe the tribe's intentions are true and honorable.
I am a witness of the many times Mr. Parker requested permission to build a winery, a boutique hotel, and vineyard on the property, only to be ignored. In my opinion, this experience proved that some in the valley are not being genuine when they say they want to keep the land in agriculture, for where were they when Mr. Parker offered them that opportunity? Besides, agriculture as we know it today was not the first and historic use of this property.
Allowing the tribe to build houses on this property is consistent with the land's first use, for on this property did their ancestors live, and it is only fitting for the family to call it home once again.
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