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Chumash File Application to Annex Land

By ZACH NOBLE, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT
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		Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta stands on Camp 4, near the junction of State Routes 154 and 246, where the Chumash are proposing to build tribal housing.
MIKE ELIASON/NEWS-PRESS FILE PHOTOS

	




	

	[image: http://64.29.230.54/Top/pictures/2134291.jpeg]

		The Chumash filed a federal fee-to-trust application last month, seeking to incorporate nearly 1,400 acres into their existing 138-acre reservation.

	




	


August 11, 2013 12:13 AM
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has filed an application with the Pacific Regional Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to place a 1,390-acre property into federal trust.
The land, often called "Camp 4," was purchased by the tribe in 2010. Located near the junction of State Routes 154 and 246, the land was once owned by the late actor-developer Fess Parker.
Placing the land into federal trust means it would be placed within the boundaries of the Chumash reservation. The federal fee-to-trust designation essentially removes the land from Santa Barbara County jurisdiction in terms of zoning and property tax payments.
"Today, the tribe has a small parcel of land in the flood plain of Santa Ynez Valley and we have run out of room for our growing tribal family," tribal chairman Vincent Armenta said in a Friday statement. "We hope that someday soon, we can start building homes on Camp 4 for our tribal members and their families."
The Chumash reservation occupies 138 acres, though the tribe owns land and businesses throughout the county.
Mr. Armenta informed the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors of the federal filing with a letter Wednesday, in which he wrote: "The Tribe remains hopeful that the County will begin government-to-government discussions on a variety of issues that the County and Tribe have with each other. In the meantime, the Tribe has officially filed an administrative fee-to-trust application for the Camp 4 property in addition to its legislative efforts to take such land into trust."
According to tribal member Frances Snyder, about 100 homes are on the Chumash reservation and the tribe hopes to expand to around 150 with the new land.
Sam Cohen, legal officer for the Chumash, said the tribe sent the Board of Supervisors an offer to pay $1 million annually for 10 years in exchange for the land in 2011, but that the offer has gone unanswered for more than two years.
Mr. Cohen also said the land in question only generates about $80,000 a year in property taxes for the county.
In the tribe's Friday statement, Mr. Armenta blamed 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr for forcing the BIA filing, saying she had "refused to meet with us," leaving the tribe "no other alternative than to file a federal trust application."
Ms. Farr responded, "I've never refused to meet with the tribe about anything."
Ms. Farr said she was "very concerned" by the tribe's federal filing, and added that the tribe's initial proposal to the county had been incomplete and "sketchy," leading to a stalled discussion.
Ms. Farr also said that the $10 million total the tribe had offered to pay would be far less than the in-perpetuity property tax value of the land, which, she points out, is nearly the size of the city of Solvang.
The Chumash proposal has stirred opposition a number of Santa Ynez Valley residents.
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