[image: ]
Editorials: Guest Opinion: The Chumash, a credit to the community
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When California voters granted tribes the right to negotiate an opportunity to build gaming facilities on their land, most people respected the will of the people. When the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians built the Chumash Casino Resort, it was immediately recognized as a first-class establishment and the premier entertainment venue of the Central Coast.
Not long after the resort was built, hundreds of people rallied to defeat implementation of a state mandate requiring the Santa Ynez Valley to build its fair share of housing. The mandate was to be ignored as far as the valley was concerned. Their effort implied that the rest of the county would have to make up the housing shortfall, but the valley was saved, so to speak.
After this pyrrhic victory, the groups who coalesced to fight the county turned their attention to all things Chumash. They opposed designating Highway 154 as the Chumash Highway. They opposed any affiliation between the casino resort and the hotel rooms of the former Royal Scandinavian Inn the tribe had purchased and renovated in Solvang. They opposed the use of an abandoned restaurant building in Buellton for use as an employee training center. They opposed any deal between the late, great Fess Parker and the tribe regarding the property Fess owned at the time, near the junction of Highways 246 and 154, as well as current plans to build tribal housing on the property. And, finally, there is continued opposition to the tribe's efforts to annex a small lot of land directly across the highway from the resort for the purpose of building a museum and cultural center, even though the land was already zoned for such use.
Many of the valley residents engaged in this fight believe they are saving the valley. They fear the tribe, a bona fide government, is independent of some of the Byzantine controls they trust to safeguard the valley. However, let's be objective. Who are they guarding the valley from, and for whom are they saving it?
Are we saving the valley from the Chumash, the first people here? The tribe is proposing adding land to the reservation to build houses for their members (which would help satisfy the state mandate) and a museum for the community. Considering all the land in the valley used to belong to the Chumash, that is before they were relegated to living on a 100-acre reservation, they are not asking for much of anything different than what other people have long since been permitted to enjoy. Are there not other resorts, museums, housing developments, memorial highway designations, and tourist attractions galore in the valley? Why are all projects associated with the Chumash considered threatening to the valley?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In reality, the community should be giving credit for the jobs that have been created, the distressed properties that have been saved, and the overwhelming generosity shared throughout the region. Recognizing the Chumash legacy is a worthwhile endeavor, and recognizing their equal rights to prosperity and a posterity in the valley is long overdue.
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