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Reginald "Reggie" Pagaling, a tribal elder from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, has been appointed to the California Native American Heritage Commission.
Mr. Pagaling was named last month by Gov. Jerry Brown and was sworn in by Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Deborah Sanchez on April 13.
Mr. Pagaling, 59, held a personal celebration at West Beach in Santa Barbara, with more than 100 friends and family attending.
"The honor and privilege to serve on the Native American Heritage Commission is both humbling and exciting," Mr. Pagaling said in a statement.
"These are exciting and challenging times, and I'm proud to represent the Chumash tribe as we stride into the future," he said. "I look forward to being a contributing member and seeking the wisdom of existing commissioners to succeed at this endeavor."
The nine-member Native American Heritage Commission was established in 1976 to preserve and protect tribal burial grounds from vandalism and destruction.
Commissioners work with the public, developers, local and federal agencies, educational institutions and Native Americans to provide assistance with the preservation of Native American cultural resources, according to tribal officials.
Mr. Pagaling is a member of the Chumash Maritime Association and has devoted much of his time to restoring the tribe's ancient maritime culture.
He is well-known throughout the county for his work in building several tomols, or traditional Chumash plank canoes, that are used to re-create historical oceanic channel crossings.
He also serves on the Santa Barbara County Local Community Benefit Committee and was elected chairman of the committee in 2010.
"Reggie Pagaling is an excellent choice to serve on the California Native American Heritage Commission," said Chumash Chairman Vincent Armenta in a statement. "He is extremely interested in our tribe's cultural preservation efforts and has played an integral part in helping restore the Chumash culture."
Another local Chumash member serves on the commission. Julie Tumamait-Stenslie, an Ojai resident who is a chairwoman of the Barbareno/Ventureno Band of Mission Indians, is a well-known singer and storyteller.
Two other representatives from the Santa Ynez Chumash are serving on state commissions. Dr. Nicolasa "Niki" Sandoval was appointed in January to the California Board of Education and Kathleen Marshall was reappointed to the American Indian Education Oversight Committee.
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