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On the Town: Boys and Girls Club of SB Turns 75
Erin Graffy
April 21, 2013 6:29 AM
“Give yourself a big hand ... all of you who have contributed in various ways," said Steve Epstein, auctioneer at the Boy & Girls Club of Santa Barbara's annual dinner and auction (and dance!), to the 300 supporters at Bacara Resort & Spa. Those helping the organization celebrate its 75th anniversary included Eric and Kelly Onnen, Pat Van Every, Andy and Konnie Gault, Chip and Betsy Turner, Dick and Jeanne Callanan, Bob Short, Mike and Lisa Schlagel, Andrea Shaparenko, Diana Langley, Nancy Mamman, David McKeever, Paul and Betsy Jaconette, and firefighter Tony Pighetti and his wife, Andrea. The club was actually started by city firemen back in 1938!
That was a long time ago. Today, the club serves more than 1,500 youth annually in the Santa Barbara area, providing a safe and affordable place to go every day after school and all summer long.
The program honored Jerry Thede (a volunteer for 61 years!) and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, who were Presenting Sponsors along with Montecito Bank & Trust. Major patrons included Amie Parrish, Jerry Howard, Tom and Sheila Prendiville, Tim and Louise Casey, David Dominguez, and Marybeth Carty for Venoco Inc.
Every year, guests eagerly anticipate the event's Dessert Dash. The highest-bidding tables get to run to the dessert tables first and haul off their pick of the decadent delights. Janet Garufis and Montecito Bank proudly ponied up $2,500. Alas! Tim Casey then outbid them for the running rights and coughed up $3,000. So the bank did some refinancing and came back with the win of $3,500.
Half my table was missing for the bidding, so we joked we would be left eating fruitcake.
"Maybe even Jell-O," added Ed Fuller. Auctioneer Mr. Epstein quipped, "I have never seen grown-ups fight for dessert like that ... I think I just ate a $1,400 cupcake!"
Nonetheless, the Dessert Dash added an unprecedented $20,000 to fundraising that night.
Nancy Cartwright (voice of "Bart Simpson") was an adorable, wonderful emcee. She questioned several children about their experience in the Good Choices Program, which she introduced to the club in 2009. It educates kids on simple concepts to make better decisions. Emily said the lesson she remembered was "do not steal." And for Jose it was "setting a good example for younger kids." Alana said it was helpful watching a video of kids who were doing good things.
Isaiah told the audience when he was in fifth grade, his family fell in severe straits. He was living at Transition House and attending the club.
"Staff made me feel so comfortable and included. When you have a problem, they really do something, not just say they'll do something."
[bookmark: _GoBack]The staff bought his family Christmas toys, knowing they were penniless. Isaiah added, "I could never understand how people who do not even know you could love you like that ..."
From left, Carolyn Brown, Boy & Girls Club of Santa Barbara executive director; David Edelman, board president; and Nancy Cartwright, emcee and voice of "Bart Simpson." In 2009, she brought her Good Choices Program to the club to give children simple concepts for making better decisions. The Santa Barbara club is the only organization that now has older kids training new kids in the program. 
Aspiring artists from the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara did pretty well! Three extraordinary pieces by talented members of the club were selected for auction that evening. Standing are 13-year-old artists Maria Murillo, left, and Julia Danalevich, who was inspired by the rock paintings by the local Chumash centuries ago. Julia's painting sold for $1,600 and is seen here with winning bidder Kenny Kahn.
Event underwriter Montecito Bank & Trust came well represented. From left, Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara advisory board member Robert Skinner, bank general counsel and chief innovation officer; Angela Sanchez, VP, downtown branch manager; Janet Garufis, CEO (and chief motivation officer!); and Bruce Stevens, chief financial officer.
A family and friends affair for the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara. From left, JoAnn Pomatto Gomez; her husband, Anthony Gomez; his sister-in-law, Jan Gomez; friend Dave Hetyonk; John Gomez, Anthony's brother; friend Catherine Marciel; and Mr. Hetyonk's wife, Cathie Hetyonk.
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