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Pirates appreciate those who helped with complex
April 18, 2013 •  By Joe Bailey/Assistant Sports editor/jbailey@syvnews.com

Greg Ellis calls the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School baseball complex part of his ‘grand plan.’ He’s been coaching baseball at Santa Ynez for 10 years now and he’s been leading the charge to help shape the growth of the Pirates’ baseball complex into what it is now. [image: 041313SYBSB08.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ellis, along with Jeff Snyder, Chris Bruhn and Julie and Andy DeMarcus proved they aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty as they’ve built new fences, designed and installed new dugouts, and placed sod on the infield.
For their efforts, the Santa Ynez baseball team, led by head coach Warren Dickey, held a ceremony at Dave Kuehn Field before Saturday’s game against Ojai Nordhoff. The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians and Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation also had a lot to do with improving the complex and had commemorative bricks placed behind the backstop, which they all helped build.
“It was an awesome feeling (to be honored),” Ellis said. “I do it for the kids. We’re trying to build a program here and we’ve built this facility so kids will want to come and play baseball. That’s what it’s all about.”
Ellis said that he envisions the field as a sort of haven where young kids can just play ball.
“We want these kids have a place to come and play the game,” Ellis said. “They can come and get their minds off of whatever is going on in their lives. That’s what my whole purpose is out here and I love to be a part of it.
“It was a very special moment and it was nice to see all the parents recognized, all the people who’ve done all the hard-core work. And there’s a lot more to come.”
With Santa Ynez up 4-3, Nordhoff’s Ben Achee hit a two-run two double in the top of the seventh inning to give the Rangers a 5-4 advantage, which would be the final score.
Santa Ynez had led most of the game as the Pirates were gearing up for Tuesday’s game at Los Padres League leader Templeton. That score was not available at press time.
Thomas Rowan was solid on the mound, allowing just four hits and two runs over five innings. The Pirates didn’t build up a big enough lead for him to secure the victory.
“Nordhoff swung the bats real well — they put pressure on us,” Dickey said. “But we failed to execute. There were three innings where we had a chance to move the runners over early and we failed every time and they weren’t productive outs.
“We didn’t execute the bunts and you don’t know how those innings would’ve turned out.”
Although the Pirates lost, the main theme of Saturday’s game was honoring those who helped give the Pirates a better place to play.
“A lot of people donated time, money, we did it for a third of the cost to have somebody come in here,” Ellis said. “With parents and everything, local contractors, you name it. Chris Bruhn had a huge part in that. We had people coming in here building block walls for no charge.”
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