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Chumash Culture Days to honor state’s tribes
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About two weeks ago, on Sept. 28, Gov. Jerry Brown declared it to be California Native American Day. The governor noted:
“California today is home to the largest population of Native Americans in the 50 states, including both the rebounding numbers of our native tribes and others drawn to the Golden State by its myriad attractions. The success of tribal businesses and the rise of tribal members in all walks of life today stand as testament to the resilience and enduring spirit of our native peoples.”
That enduring spirit of our native peoples was demonstrated at the 17th annual Chumash Inter-Tribal Pow-Wow held last weekend at the Live Oak Campground. Dancers and drummers representing tribes from across the country attended. I want to thank the thousands of county residents who visited.
As I noted in a previous column, this is a busy time for us at the cultural and education departments of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. California Native American Day last month will be followed by the Native American Heritage Month nationally in November.
We are doing our part to contribute to the season by holding our sixth annual Santa Ynez Chumash Culture Days on Oct. 20 and 21 at our reservation in the valley. The two days are devoted to honoring and showcasing California-style native singing and dancing and are open to the public.
It is an event of our Tribal Elders Council, a division of our tribal government whose responsibility is to protect and preserve cultural resources and to maintain our tribe’s heritage, history and traditions.
On Saturday that weekend, Chumash Culture Days will open with a blessing at 1 p.m. followed by an honoring of elders. The afternoon will include several hours of California native dancing. A traditional handgame tournament will start at dusk. Storytelling will end the night.
On Sunday, the day opens with a blessing at 11:30 a.m. and will include dancing and a native California singing contest. Native American arts and food booths will be set up all weekend. Please see www.santaynezchumash.org for more information on Chumash Culture Days.
There’s another opportunity to hear traditional Chumash stories and songs when a play performed by tribal members is staged at the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History’s Fleischmann Auditorium on Sunday, Nov. 4. The two performances of “Maria” will be at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
This original play is based on the life of Chumash ancestor Maria Solares, who was born in 1842 and left a legacy that continues to be of importance to Chumash families today and to the studies of California Native American history. For example, she’s responsible for much of what’s known about our Samala language.
The play weaves chapters of Maria’s life with tribal stories and songs. Some of the tribal members in the play, including me, will be performing in the roles of our own direct ancestors.
Our tribal government is dedicated to educating the greater community about our tribal heritage throughout the year. But this is a special season for us, and I hope to see you at our cultural events as we learn from one another.
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