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A foundation for giving back
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Our tribe prides itself on being partners in the community. Giving back has long been a tradition of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
Our cultural and educational programs teach our next generations that their responsibilities not only include looking out for the well-being of our tribe, but also for the greater community.
We also recognize that our past generations benefited from the generosity of others. In the 1960s, for example, residents from throughout the county helped raise money to bring running water to our reservation. There were everything from bake sales to schoolchildren soliciting donations.
Even in those days, our ancestors still were generous with what they did have. Our tribe, in 2005, decided to continue this tradition of giving in a more structured way. Our tribal government established the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation on this principle: To build partnerships and work together to make our community a better place to live.
Our foundation has given out more than $16 million to local nonprofit groups, schools and public safety agencies. In all, more than 700 entities have received grants over the years.
We place particular value on activities and programs that expand opportunities for the least advantaged, protect our environment or enhance the lives of youth.
In August, our Chumash Charity Golf Classic raised $100,000 for the Westside Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara. The club serves hundreds of children but had been struggling with budget deficits and just trying to keep the center open.
Last week, we had the opportunity to celebrate nonprofit groups in the county at our annual Chumash Foundation dinner at the Chumash Casino Resort’s Samala Showroom.
The event coincided with the beginning of Native American Heritage Month, and included a video highlighting what this month means to our tribal leaders. The county Board of Supervisors also has passed a resolution honoring the month.
Numerous elected officials from across our county attended, along with community members and representatives of organizations that have received grants in the past.
We honored five organizations — one each in our program areas — with a special certificate of recognition and a grant of $5,000.
The organizations were:
• Community Environmental Council, community enhancement and environmental award, for CEC’s mission to identify, advocate and raise awareness about the most pressing environmental issues in the Santa Barbara region.
• Arts Outreach, culture and recreation award, for the organization’s dedication in providing education and experiences in the visual, literary, performing and musical arts to the students of Santa Ynez Valley, Los Alamos and Lompoc schools.
• Casa Esperanza Homeless Shelter, education and personal development award, for its vision to help homeless individuals and families achieve self-sufficiency, by helping as many as possible get the services they need to transition to stable employment and housing.
• Santa Ynez Valley Therapeutic Riding Program, health and human services award, for its multi-faceted programs that include riding programs and classes for individuals with impaired mobility.
[bookmark: _GoBack]• American Indian Health & Services, the Native American award, for its commitment to empowering the community by delivering accessible, socially responsive and culturally appropriate health care.
Today, we are grateful that we now are in the position to return the kindness by contributing to many charities in our community.
Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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