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Chumash gaming fund grants $740,000 to county, city

may 26, 2012  Staff report
A committee of city, county and Chumash tribal representatives approved nearly $740,000 in grants Friday for Buellton and Santa Barbara County as part of a state-mandated process for distributing tribal gaming profits.

The Santa Barbara County Fire Department received $501,000, more than two-thirds of the $736,700 available this year, to pay for firefighter-paramedic personnel.

The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department received $117,876 for five deputy sheriff positions, and Buellton received another $117,876 for additional law enforcement services.

The money is set aside by state officials in what is known as a Special Distribution Fund (SDF), then disbursed by the local group, which is officially called the Santa Barbara County Indian Gaming Community Benefit Committee.

The fund is designed to help local governments handle off-reservation impacts of tribal gaming by permitting cities and counties to apply for grants funded by mandatory contributions to the state fund from every California tribe that has a casino or other gambling enterprise.

Each county that receives SDF funds must establish a committee — with representatives from the tribe, from the county in which the casino is located and from nearby cities — to oversee how the funds are allocated.

The amount of money available varies from year to year. In June 2011, the local committee awarded nearly $1.5 million in grants after two years of having no funding at all because the special distribution fund was impounded to help balance the state’s budget.

The SDF fund originated with “compacts” signed in 1999 by tribal officials and then-Gov. Gray Davis. The compact agreements specify how the SDF money is to be distributed. The calculation is based on a statewide formula that takes into account how much each contributing tribe pays into the SDF.

Solvang traditionally has received a grant each year but did not apply this year. Instead, the city got the committee’s approval to put former years’ funding to a new purpose.

Solvang applied each year’s funding to planning and design of a replacement bridge on Highway 246 over Alamo Pintado Creek, just east of Alamo Pintado Road. After five years of preparation, however, the Solvang City Council abruptly set that project aside in February for at least another decade because of a mandate from Caltrans to make immediate seismic upgrades to the Alisal Road bridge over the Santa Ynez River.

On Friday, the benefit committee approved Solvang’s redirection of the earlier gaming-fund grants to build a bicycle bridge over the creek on the north side of the highway and create a left-turn lane at High Meadow Road for westbound traffic on Highway 246.

Members of the local committee from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians are the committee’s chairman, Reginald Pagaling, and Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta; Sam Cohen, the tribe’s legal and government affairs specialist, is a committee staff member. County representatives are 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr and 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino. Buellton is represented by City Councilman Ed Andrisek, and Solvang is represented by council members Joan Jamieson and Hans Duus.

In addition to the Chumash Casino Resort with its casino, hotel and large parking structure on the tribal reservation in Santa Ynez, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians own the Hotel Corque and Root 246 restaurant, both in Solvang, an office building in Buellton, gas stations and a number of vacant parcels around the Santa Ynez Valley.

