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The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is seeking a license to sell alcoholic beverages in eating establishments at the Chumash Casino & Resort. 
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A hearing by the state department of Alcoholic Beverage Control involving a request by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians for an expanded liquor license has been postponed until October. 

The hearing was initially set to take place for three days this week. John Carr, a spokesman with the state ABC, said Monday that the hearing is now tentatively scheduled for Oct. 16-19 at Solvang City Hall. 

More than two years ago, the Chumash applied for what is called a premises transfer of its Type 47 license, which regulates the sale of alcoholic beverages in eating establishments. The tribe is asking for permission to serve alcohol at its Creekside Buffet and the Samala Showroom - the venue for concerts, boxing and bingo - during times when meals are served. 

The ABC issued the Chumash an interim permit in September 2010. 

Mr. Carr said the hearing was continued at the request of ABC attorneys, to address some "pre-hearing discovery issues that arose and could not be handled by this week." 

The Chumash request does not include the serving of alcohol on the casino gaming floor. If the ABC approves the license request, the Chumash would be allowed to serve alcohol in the Samala Showroom when restaurant-style meals are being provided, such as banquets. No alcohol sales, service or consumption will be allowed in the showroom when bingo is being played there. 

Community activist groups have long protested the sale of alcohol at the casino property, and are expected to protest during the ABC hearings. 

Federally recognized tribes such as the Chumash are considered sovereign by the federal government, which allows for their own internal governance. But the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that states have the authority to regulate alcohol sales on reservations even if they don't have the right to enforce other laws there. 
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