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SANTA MARIA - The Chumash Tribe's proposed Camp 4 annexation and tribal housing project has become a major issue in the Santa Ynez Valley and across Santa Barbara County as local government struggles to generate revenue amid an ongoing sluggish economic recovery. 

The Chumash hired a well-known local economist to study the economic impacts of the proposed tribal housing project on the Camp 4 property it owns on the northeast corner of Highways 154 and 246 in the heart of the Santa Ynez Valley. 

The Tribe wants to annex or transfer the 1400 acres into sovereign reservation and build more than 140 homes for tribal members and their families.

The study by the California Economic Forecast Project says the Camp 4 project would generate hundreds of construction jobs and pump tens of millions of dollars directly and indirectly into the local economy. 

"It's about 100 to 360 construction jobs created depending on which scenario you look at during the peak years of the project, up to 425 total jobs would be created in the peak year, just from this one 143 housing project", Mark Schniepp of the California Economic Forecast Project told the City Council, "80 to 100 million dollars in total additional income is created in the county and 18 million dollars in total taxable sales as well." 

Opponents of the Tribe's Fee-to-Trust transfer and Camp 4 housing plan say it will remove county zoning and planning control over the land, will take the property off the county tax scrolls and will forever alter the natural beauty of the Santa Ynez Valley with rampant, un-checked development and resulting traffic impacts. 

"Its important to realize that this 1400 acres is right in the middle of the Santa Ynez Valley, a scenic highway, probably one of the prettiest places in the world", Valley resident and Camp 4 opponent Doug Herthel told the City Council, "I <mosID>DEKOMOS</mosID><mosAbstract> would love for this board to do what the Lompoc board did is look at it and not act on it because it would be devastating to the Santa Ynez Valley." 

"I think its not a good way to generate income because there is no guarantee that the people who do build these homes and buildings will come from this county or this state", Herthel added. 

The Santa Maria City Council took no action after the Camp 4 presentation was made stating for the record it was an informational briefing only. 

The Chumash Tribe's Fee-to-Trust annexation of the Camp 4 property could be decided in Washington D.C. as early as this summer with construction beginning sometime next year.
