

[image: image1]
Housing would help cities, entire county
Vincent Armenta/Commentary | Posted: Thursday, June 7, 2012 12:15 am
I want to share with you some of the latest developments in our tribal government’s plans to provide more housing opportunities for our families. Your head may be spinning from the distortions heard during the county primary election.
When not engaging in disinformation, one candidate for county supervisor apparently tried to marginalize our existence by leaving the Chumash Reservation out when asked to name the communities in the 3rd District.
But we’re still here. And we don’t plan to go away.
Our tribal government prefers to rely on facts, not scare tactics, in discussions about our efforts to add 1,400 acres of land to our reservation.
Our tribe in 2010 purchased 1,400 acres of our ancestral territory, located about two miles east of our reservation. The property, known as Camp 4, eventually will have about 140 homes.
We want to place the property into federal trust so tribal families can live together in a tribal community under the stewardship of our government. Trust status will help ensure that this land never again is taken away from our tribe.
Additionally, doing so returns our lost land to the local control of the local tribal government, whose ancestors were stewards of the land long before the county or any nearby city existed.
Our tribe hopes to have Congress approve this through fee-to-trust legislation. We will agree to a no-gaming provision on this land in any federal bill, a fact that a few hostile-but-vocal opponents refuse to recognize.
Last September, we invited county residents to a community meeting to hear about our plans for such legislation and ask questions. 
Simply put, our reservation is overcrowded, often with multiple generations sharing a small home. Our ancestors in the 1800s, after Mexico secularized the missions, ended up taking refuge along a creek that today makes up the reservation. The streambed basically is all that is left to build on — an action that would be environmentally unsound.
In further attempts to communicate with county residents — and present more facts about the plan — we have facilitated a series of presentations at public meetings on the economic impacts of the home construction. The presentations have taken place from Goleta to Solvang to Santa Maria. More are to come.
The independent report by the California Economic Forecast notes: “The project will create a significant employment impact to a Santa Barbara County construction industry that has downsized substantially in recent years. There will be spin off effects that produce more job opportunities in the retail, professional services, and financial activities sectors.”
Between 100 and 360 construction jobs in the county will be created each year during the peak years.
The county of Santa Barbara and cities of Buellton, Goleta, Lompoc, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria and Solvang will benefit from increased taxable receipts to their general fund.
The individual presentations also have allowed the public to learn specifics about the benefits that our plan and our business enterprises in general have on their communities.
The jobless picture in parts of our county is particularly challenging, with double-digit unemployment rates in some cities. 
We hope to continue to be part of changing that situation by creating jobs with the home-building. As it stands, our tribal business operations employ about 600 Santa Maria residents and about 600 Lompoc residents.
Please go to chumashfacts.com to learn more about our plans.
 Vincent Armenta is tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
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