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New Campground Blessed by Chumash

By CAROLYN BOLTON NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER June 29, 2012 6:29 AM

Representatives from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians and Santa Barbara County Parks Department gathered Thursday at Lake Cachuma off State Route 154 for the unveiling and ceremonial blessing of the new Chumash Meadows campground.[image: image2.jpg]


 

"I'd like to thank the staff ... for honoring us this way and naming this area after our tribe," Richard Gomez, vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, told the gathering before the veil was pulled on the new sign. 

The new campground at the northern end of the park was part of a larger campground that was split up. 

"It used to be a much larger group area called El Dorado Vista and we found that there was a much higher demand for smaller group areas," Suzanne Isbell, spokeswoman for the county Parks Department, told the News-Press. 

"So, when we chose to divide the two group areas in half, we thought about naming it 'Chumash' and I was told to contact the Chumash tribe and ask for permission" Ms. Isbell said, adding that tribal members suggested naming it Chumash Meadows. 

The dry campsite already is booked every weekend this summer. It accommodates as many as 32 people and eight vehicles. 

Parks Department staff are putting the finishing touches on the site's barbecue grill and campfire ring, and hope to add more trees to the campground in the years ahead. 

Chumash spiritual leader Adelina Alva-Padilla, 74, ceremonially blessed the campground and Lake Cachuma following Mr. Gomez's brief remarks, circling the new sign and leaving wisps of smoke in her wake. 

"Thank you, grandfather, for this wonderful gift that the park has given to our nation," she said. 

The Chumash spiritual leader recalled those who previously traversed the land that is now the group campground. 

"A thousand years ago, grandfather, people lived here. They walked upon this land. The land has memory, the mountain has memory. The water has memory of the people that walked here that were our ancestors." 

After the blessing, audience members retrieved freshly picked sage - a gift from the Chumash - and sprinkled tobacco around the sign. 

Mr. Gomez later told the News-Press a 6,000-year-old Chumash village - now underwater - is not far from the Lake Cachuma campground. 

"I was glad to see that they're willing to acknowledge us and honor us," he said. "We've been here for thousands of years. 

"They're showing that we are still here and will be here for future generations. That's what it's all about - keeping our culture alive and be able to practice our traditions." 
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Chumash spiritual leader Adelina Alva-Padilla, accompanied by tribal administrator Willie Wyatt, blesses the new "Chumash Meadows" group area sign Thursday at Lake Cachuma. 
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A view of Lake Cachuma from the Chumash Meadows campground. 
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