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Main Event Thrills, Serano Takes Title
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		Art Hovhannisyan lands a shot against Miguel Acosta in their fight on Friday at Chumash Casino. Hovhannisyanwon the fight by a majority decision.
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Miguel Acosta showed why he was able to win a world title. Art Hovhannisyan showed why he has the potential to do so.
The two battered each other through 10 rounds in the main event of a nationally televised boxing card at a packed Chumash Casino Samala Showroom on Friday night.
The lightweights thrilled the crowd with knockdowns and nonstop action, but the 30-year-old Hovhannisyan earned a split-decision win to improve to 15-0-2. Judges Marty Denkin (95-93) and Abe Belardo (96-92) scored the fight for Hovhannisyan. Raul Caiz Jr. had it 96-92 for Acosta, who fell to 29-6-2.
The News-Press scored it 95-93 for Hovhannisyan.
Hovhannisyan outpunched Acosta 594-407, with an emphasis on power shots. Acosta was content to dodge, slip, jab (401 times) and counter, which helped him register a flash knockdown in the fifth.
But the right hook that sent Hovhannisyan briefly to a knee was the only punch Acosta landed that did anything other than keep the hard-charging Armenian from pressing the attack and firing wild hooks from all angles.
One of those hooks landed powerfully in the first round when Hovhannisyan crouched then leapt to land a right that sent Acosta to the canvas with a thud.
Hovhannisyan wasn't able to capitalize on hurting his opponent because the bell rang right after Acosta got to his feet.
"I wanted end the fight with one shot," Hovhannisyan said.
The 34-year-old Acosta spent most of the next three rounds trying to stay away from Hovhannisyan and finally turned the momentum of the fight his way in the fifth round.
Acosta's success evading and countering during the middle rounds kept Hovhannisyan from being able to score the one-punch knockout he wanted but excited the crowd because he was willing to stand up and trade blows.
As an encore to the thrilling main event Santa Barbara welterweight Francisco Santana returned to the ring for the first time in eight months. He improved to 13-3-1 by beating journeyman Larry Smith (10-12) with a six-round unanimous decision.
"It was a blast being back in front of my hometown," Santana said.
Santana had a long break between fights, but he wasn't out of the ring during that time. Much of it was spent sparring with former world champions Victor Ortiz and Amir Khan for their recent title fights.
"I'm real fortunate that I didn't stay out of the ring," he said. "I'm one of those fighters who never needs a training camp because I'm always in the gym."
Showtime announced Friday that it plans to return to Chumash on Sept. 21. Santana said he hopes to be on that card, and may end up sparring with Mexican star Saul Alvarez for his Sept. 15 title fight against Josesito Lopez.
"I'm a fighter who can adopt a lot of styles, so they might use me to prepare for Lopez," Santana said.
Santa Maria's Rufino Serrano rebounded from his first loss in two years to score a unanimous-decision win against Seattle's Rob Diezel. The six-round win — scored 59-55 by all three judges — gave Serrano the Central Coast Featherweight Championship, a title presented to Serrano by Chumash Indian officials.
"That is motivation for me to keep working hard and training hard," said Serrano, who was fighting for the first time since losing a unanimous decision to Roman Morales in March. "Maybe next time I can fight for a next-level belt."
Serrano (13-4) is still without a knockout in his career, but trainer Carlos Ruiz said the fight showed that Serrano has improved his power punching after a six-hour per day training regimen that incorporated weightlifting for the first time.
Morales was making his television debut and fought a scheduled eight-rounder for the first time. He registered a lopsided 79-72, 80-71, 80-71 decision against Alexis Santiago in their super bantamweight bout, but the fight was much more competitive than that.
The prospect from San Ardo scored a third-round knockdown with a right uppercut and knocked out Santiago's mouthpiece midway through the sixth round during a furious exchange in which both men traded blows for nearly 20 seconds.
Eric Prado (0-2-1) of Santa Maria just missed out on getting the first win of his brief career with a split draw against Edgar Alvarado (0-1-1) in their middleweight. The fight was action filled and more of a four-round brawl than boxing match, as both fighters spent much of their time flinging their fists at each other with little regard for defense — much to the delight of the crowd.
Prado, fighting before his hometown crowd for the first time, took several heavy right hands from Alvarado, but often taunted his opponent with shakes of his head.
"When I shook my head I was just trying to get in his head like (Floyd) Mayweather," Prado said. "He his me with some shots but he didn't really faze me."
The punches had enough of an effect on the judges, though, as the fight was scored 40-36 for Alvarado, 39-37 for Prado and 38-38 even. The crowd booed the decision but Showtime matchmaker John Beninati promised the two would meet again the next time the network returns to the casino.
"It sucks that it was a draw, but it's all for the fans anyway," Prado said. "I thought I won, but I'm glad Showtime wants me back."
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