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New leaders say they’ll ‘reinvent’ Solvang Chamber of Commerce
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Staff report

The Solvang Chamber of Commerce introduced new officers, new board members and a new executive director Thursday night, with speakers promising to "reinvent" the chamber in 2012.

"We aim to be the leading catalyst for a cooperative, productive community," said Co-President Susan Williams, with a push for greater membership and creation of a referral system to help members help themselves and each other.

Linda Smith, a longtime local teacher and school administrator who became the chamber's executive director this month, promised that members would receive a steady supply of economic data and practical, useful information, along with a revamped chamber website.

"The chamber represents much more than the retail sector," said Co-President Lana Clark, who pointed out that the membership ranges from doctors, dentists and accountants to auto repair, gardening and spa services. "It's not just about having a shop in Solvang."

Outgoing president John Martino said the past year had been "both challenging and rewarding.

"I've seen the economy slowly start to recover, which is what our beloved town so badly needs ... Solvang continues to be a unique and successful tourist destination and, while Paris may be called the City of Lights, Solvang is truly the Village of Lights," Martino said.

After the dinner in the Alisal Ranch's Sycamore Room, Solvang Mayor Jim Richardson led the board members in a recitation of their oath of office.

Clark, a former chamber president, is an attorney with Buynak and Fauver. Williams, a primary organizer of the Third Wednesday events, is an owner of the Wandering Dog Wine Bar.

Other chamber officers for 2012 are Vice President Veronica Sandoval of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation; Secretary Carol Lesher Peterson, Classic Mobile Notary; and Treasurer Daniel A. Johnson, Johnson and Johnson CPAs.

Additional board members are Heather Bedford, Graphic Systems; Calisse Courtney, Calisse M. Courtney Attorney at Law; Claudia Delgado, Santa Ynez Valley News; Dan Greenwald, Paula's Pancake House and Paula's Old Town Burger Barn; Brigitte Guehr, Mirabelle Inn & Restaurant and Meadowlark Inn; Zdena Jiroutova, Z Folio Gallery; Michael Larner, Larner Winery & Vineyard; John Martino, Chumash Casino Resort; Kelly Schreiner, Nirvana Hyperbaric Institute; and Dr. Kathelene Williams-Turk, Turk Comprehensive Dentistry.

Clark and Williams thanked three outgoing board members: Dennis Bales, Linda Johansen and Ken Harwood, who will remain the chamber's economist.

The also presented awards for exemplary chamber service to Maria Hoke, Sue Moualim, and Jesse and Fernando Tovalin.

For more information, go to www.solvangcc.com, call the chamber office at 688-0701 or send email to lindasmith@solvangcc.com.

 

