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The Santa Ynez Valley continues to be the hub of Santa Barbara County's hotels and restaurants that are rated "Four Diamonds" by the Automobile Club of Southern California.

Among the 10 properties in the county on AAA's 2012 list are seven in the Santa Ynez Valley - The Ballard Inn, Ballard Inn Restaurant, Chumash Casino Resort, Chumash Casino Resort's The Willows Restaurant, Petersen Village Inn, the Santa Ynez Inn, and Hotel Corque.

The Ballard Inn and The Willows restaurants are the only Four Diamond restaurants on the list, where they have been listed since 2005.

While Hotel Corque in Solvang, owned by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, is the newest hotel added to the list, the Valley's other lodging properties have been mainstays of the ratings of award-winning properties, which rank among the top 3.8 percent of 59,000 hotels and restaurants inspected by the AAA and the Automobile Club of Southern California, the nation's largest AAA affiliate.

Solvang's Petersen Village Inn joined the list in 1984, followed by Ballard Inn in 1993, Santa Ynez Inn in 2002, and the Chumash Casino Resort in 2004.

In southern Santa Barbara County, the Harborview Inn, Inn on Summer Hill and Fess Parker's Doubletree Resort also earned Four Diamond honors.

The Four Seasons Biltmore and Simpson House Inn in Santa Barbara are the county's only Five Diamond hotels, AAA's highest rating.

No Santa Barbara County restaurants made the Five Diamond list.

The lists were announced Friday.

 

