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Prosperity depends on courage in second century

Hans Duus / Guest Commentary | Posted: Thursday, January 19, 2012 12:00 am
Happy New Year!

The centennial year is over, and what a year it was, celebrating the achievements of the past 100 years and remembering how and why Solvang was founded and honoring the individuals who, over the years, led Solvang to where it is today.

These were people who had vision and the foresight to capitalize on the opportunities and the challenges of the day.

Today Solvang begins the journey into its second century. We must not rely on the successes of the past, but look fearlessly to the opportunities of the future. We need to meet challenges head-on and know that these challenges can present opportunities that will ensure success for generations to come.

As a community we need to understand that there is strength in numbers and work with our neighbors for the betterment of all. The Santa Ynez Valley is an interdependent but diverse community. Look at Disneyland. There are themes within its boundaries — Fantasy Land, Tomorrow Land, Adventure Land and so on. Individually, these “lands” would have limited opportunities, but collectively there is a proven success. We need to understand this.

Some 60 years ago, Solvang began introducing tourism to the valley, which was at that time largely agricultural. The visitors brought a new economy to the communities. The valley was also recognized as a desirable area to live. That meant growth.

The horses arrived and increased regional wealth and fame. Then the wine industry, and look what that has done. The original valley inhabitants, the Mission Band of Chumash Indians, through their enterprises are directly promoting the region and presenting opportunities for all if we choose.

The city must be willing to grow and change, to recognize current and future trends and seek ways to capitalize on them, while ensuring a good quality of life for our residents. We must remember that anything that does not adapt to its environment will wither and die.

It is imperative that this City Council and future councils understand that where we have come from and what was done is why we are here today, and that to ensure a successful, prosperous future sometimes we have to lead and sometimes we just have to get out of the way. The wisdom is to know when to do that.

 



Solvang native Hans Duus is a local businessman and City Council member.

