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A rewarding year of giving

Vincent Armenta/Commentary | Posted: Thursday, January 5, 2012 12:00 am
The beginning of a new year is always a good time to look back and reflect on the previous year. What did we do right? What would we do differently if given an opportunity? What were we proud of and how will we use all that information to approach 2012?

While there were many proud moments for us at the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians during the year of 2011, the work we do with our foundation to build partnerships in the community is perhaps the most rewarding.

Through our foundation, we have an opportunity to examine all the good work of local nonprofit organizations and partner with them so they can continue to provide the community with much needed service.

Last year our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation received 650 requests for grants, in-kind donations, event sponsorships and volunteers. We gave $1.2 million to nonprofit organizations in 2011 and 85 percent of that total was provided to nonprofit organizations right here in Santa Barbara County.

Allocations included 32 percent toward the education and personal development category, 23 percent for community enhancement and environment, 20 percent toward health and human services and 25 percent for culture and recreation and Native American.

This means that we provided foundation support for a wide variety of segments within the community and in the process, helped make Santa Barbara County a better place to live and work.

One of our commitments in 2011 was to the Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation (Elks). It was a matching grant for the reconstruction of the Santa Ynez Valley High School tennis courts. We understand the importance school sports plays in the lives of students and are always enthusiastic to participate in projects that benefit our area's youth. School sports can help build self esteem, teach students how to work in a team environment and help develop leadership skills that will serve them in other areas of their lives.

The partnerships we have built with a wide variety of local organizations in 2011 demonstrate our dedication to the community and our commitment to continuing to enhance this beautiful Valley.

Each request we receive at our foundation is reviewed carefully and in many cases we visit with the requesting nonprofit to see first-hand the good work they are doing in the community. We look to partner with those organizations that will help various segments of the population and provide services that meet the growing needs of the community.

We are proud of the community work we did through our foundation in 2011 and look forward to continuing to build and solidify our community partnerships in the coming year.

The 2012 active grant funding cycle for our foundation began Jan. 1 and goes through March 31. The second funding cycle is May 1 through July 31.

In-kind donations, volunteer requests and event sponsorship requests are reviewed all year long by our foundation.

For more information on our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation or to apply for a grant, visit www.santaynezchumash.org and click on the Foundation tab.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

 

