

What’s always in motion but never gets tired? Rivers, as in Joan
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A word of advice: When you go to see Joan Rivers at the Chumash Casino Resort tonight, dress up. I’m not talking top hat and tails, floor-length gown and the Crown Jewels or anything, but be presentable.

“The worst fashion faux pas a person can make,” said Rivers, known as much for her uncensored fashion opinions as she is for her comedy, “is people don’t dress up to go out anymore.”

“Pull yourself together! I look out [into the audience] and some look nice … and some are just schleps,” she said incredulously. “Why are you wearing sneakers to a show? It’s only okay if you broke your foot. But even then, you’d better show me the bandage.”

She admits that California has a whole other way of dressing. “Half the time you’re in your car and just need some great jeans and a fabulous bag,” she said. But in a big city like New York, where she grew up, she expects better.

Rivers’ illustrious career has spanned four decades and includes an incredible professional and award-winning spectrum, from comedienne, to actress, author, talk show and radio host, playwright, director, designer (she’s on QVC), entrepreneur and more.

Her latest venture is into the world of reality television, with her second season of “Joan & Melissa: Joan Knows Best?”

The WEtv channel show, starring Joan and her daughter, airs at 9 p.m. on Tuesdays, and follows their lives now that Joan has gone bi-coastal; she lives four days in California, three in New York. “It’s just great. I get the fun in California and grandson and daughter and friends, and then all of New York theater and the pace of [the city].”

“Working together has been wonderful,” she continued, of the show. “There’s a lot of therapy going on right there,” she said about the real interactions and situations being worked out on camera.

Of course, this is not the first time the mother-daughter team has worked together—not by a long shot. The two don’t go on the red carpet anymore (it’s the awards high season right now and it’s keeping them busy: Grammys, SAG, Academy, Emmys, Golden Globes …) but they get to critique all the celebrities’ styles the day after the big event, on the E! Entertainment channel. (Oh, what I wouldn’t give!)

There, Joan also has her weekly Fashion Police show with co-hosts Giuliana Rancic, Kelly Osbourne and George Kotsiopoulos. Melissa, or Missy, is the executive producer. Clips have been seen ahead of time, but “the best joke is always ad-libbed,” Joan says, about cracking up everyone in the studio.

Her grandson, Cooper, 10, is just starting to think she’s funny. “He’s funny,” said Joan, “and so we’ve just started to reach each other on that level. We both laugh at the same things.” And even though her stand-up performances can be a bit bawdy, she believes “Comedy should have no filter. That’s the whole point.”

 She’s looking forward to her upcoming show in Santa Ynez. (She and Missy, a great horse rider, used to stay at the Biltmore, by the water, to be close to the polo fields when they were here, so she’s familiar with Santa Barbara.)

 “Casino audiences come to have fun,” she said. “It’s that’s simple. They’re there to drink, gamble and have a good time. No one comes ‘cuz their Mother-in-law forces them to. There’s just a great—I hate to say the word, but—“vibe” in the room.”

Tickets to her February 9, 8 p.m. show in the Samala Showroom at Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 246, range from $25-$45 and are available by visiting Club Chumash, www.chumashcasino.com, or calling StarTicketsPlus at 1-800-585-3737. Must be 18 or older.

