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Fundraiser showcases Valley wines 

By Mary Ann Norbom/For the Valley News | Posted: Thursday, February 23, 2012 12:00 am
The seventh biennial American Riviera Wine Auction benefiting Direct Relief International, hosted by the Santa Barbara Vintners’ Foundation, took place Saturday, Feb. 11, at the Coral Casino Beach Club at the Four Seasons Resort in Santa Barbara.

DRI, headquartered in Goleta, is the largest international relief agency based in California, and provides medicine and medical equipment around the world to those in need because of poverty or natural disaster.

The black-tie evening began with a wine-tasting reception and silent auction. Wine from 30 different Santa Barbara County wineries was poured as the 300 guests checked out the 52 silent auction lots. They included not only large format bottles of prized vino but also golf excursions, hotel stays, a tennis lesson from former U.S. Open champ Tim Trigueiro, and spa outings for you and for your dog!

The Valley’s own Ballard Inn, Trattoria Grappolo, Windhaven Gliders, New Frontiers Market, and the Alisal River Course, were among the local businesses that made generous donations to the silent auction.

Among the Valley glitterati in attendance were Tom and Judy Beckmen, and Steve and Susan Beckmen of Beckmen Vineyards; Dick Doré and Jenny Williamson Doré, and Bill Wathen and Becky Barieau of Foxen Winery; Kate and Brooks Firestone of Curtis Winery; Steve and Crystal Clifton of Palmina; Jim Clendenen of Au Bon Climat, Gary and Jeanne Newman of Jorian Hill; and Morgan Clendenen of Cold Heaven Cellars.

Following the reception, everyone moved to the Coral’s ballroom for a sit-down dinner. That’s where Montecito-based actor Billy Baldwin took over as the evening’s master of ceremonies extraordinaire. 

DRI’s Chief Executive Officer Thomas Tighe and Vintners’ Foundation President Frank Ostini (owner of Buellton’s Hitching Post restaurant) made brief remarks describing the work of DRI and the amazing charitable partnership between the vintners and DRI.

The Santa Barbara Vintners’ Foundation Honoree Award was presented to Ron Melville, president of Melville Vineyards & Winery, who took the stage with his sales director son, Chad Melville, and winemaker Greg Brewer.

Everyone was then treated to a three-course dinner designed by chef Bradley Ogden, owner of numerous California restaurants and the executive chef at Root 246 in Solvang. 

The spirited live auction then got under way under the supervision of the one-and-only “Gavel Goddess,” professional auctioneer Ursula Hermacinski.

The 16 live auction lots were all “money can’t buy” experiences.  They included a once-in-a-lifetime two-week trip to South Africa; the opportunity for two people to attend the Hollywood premiere and after-party of the Julia Roberts movie, “Mirror Mirror,” while spending two nights at the Four Seasons Beverly Wilshire in Beverly Hills; a day on the set of “Glee” — the show’s star Jane Lynch was there to add huge buzz to that package; and going out on tour with Depeche Mode — band founder, singer/songwriter Martin Gore was an attendee — traveling on the iconic band’s private jet!

The winner of each live auction lot was gifted with a signed copy of Chef Ogden’s new cookbook, “Holiday Dinners with Bradley Ogden,” delivered to the table by DRI supporter and “Days of Our Lives” star Bryan Dattilo.

Nearly $400,000 was raised through the live and silent auctions, with 100 percent of the money going into Direct Relief International programs.

