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Chumash donate $25,000 to Toys for Tots
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The Central Coast Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots campaign received a $25,000 donation from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation at the tribe's ninth annual Toys for Tots benefit concert, which featured “Christmas With The Celts.”
Anita Pomerantz of the Central Coast Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots campaign accepted the tribe’s donation the night of the Dec. 15 concert in the Samala Showroom.
“This donation of $25,000 is truly a blessing and vital to our Central Coast Toys for Tots program,” Pomerantz said in a written statement. “Donations are low, so we have come to rely on the generosity of the Chumash tribe to cover the purchase of toys for certain age groups. Their dedication and support ensures that no child will go without a toy, and that every child will have a joyous Christmas. On behalf of those children, words cannot express our heartfelt gratitude.”
Nearly 7,000 children have been registered for the annual program in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties this year, she said.
Since 1947, Toys for Tots has raised funds and collected toys for families in need. The Central Coast Marine Corps Reserve campaign serves children in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.
“An organization like Toys for Tots can have such a positive impact on children during the holidays,” Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said in a written statement. “We are happy to support their mission through our annual benefit concert.”
The Chumash Foundation, founded in 2005 and governed by the Business Committee, has awarded more than $16 million to local groups, organizations and schools throughout the years.
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