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ON STAGE
Moscow Ballet performs 'Swan Lake'
When: 8 p.m. Dec. 20
Where: Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 State Route 246, Santa Ynez
Cost: $35-$75
Information: (800) 585-3737, chumashcasino.com
For a Moscow-trained, technically splendid soloist such as Svetlana Todinova, a legendary ballet like Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky's "Swan Lake" is an unparalleled challenge and thrill. It requires precision and harmony, yet it's a story full of the kind of emotion Russian dancers seem to conjure with more verve than other nationalities.
"Swan Lake" is also a favorite piece of the repertory of Moscow Ballet, which will perform the Tchaikovsky classic at Chumash Resort Casino Dec. 20.
"It's a beautiful ballet, you know, with the music of Tchaikovsky," says Ms. Todinova, who will dance the part of Baby Swan in the production. "Of course I love this ballet as a dancer, but I think 'Swan Lake' is the most difficult ballet, because you have four different acts for female ballet dancers. ... It's not easy to dance on point for four different acts."
"Swan Lake" is a riveting love story, as a young maiden named Odette falls under the spell of evil sorcerer von Rothbart, whose spell forces maidens to live as swans during the day and women only at night. Odette, who resides as the Swan Queen, can only be freed if a young man offers her his undying love, but the catch is that if he's unfaithful, the maidens will forever be trapped in their enchanted existence.
First performed by Moscow Imperial Theater in Moscow in 1877 and achieving critical success with a choreographic upgrade in 1894, today "Swan Lake" is considered one of classical ballet's brightest treasures.
Moscow Ballet brings the story of "Swan Lake" to life with its corps de ballet, including 18 swan dancers in stunning white costumes dancing lines in perfect accord. Vladimir Troschenko, the former dance partner of legendary ballerinas Nadia Pavlova, Ludmilla Seminyaka and Galina Mezentseva, stages this version of "Swan Lake." Under Mr. Troschenko's staging, the ballet runs just about two hours, a break from longer versions of the past.
Yet when one thinks of classical ballet, "Swan Lake" is what generally comes to mind — lines of beautiful women in white tutus with extravagant headpieces dancing to Tchaikovsky. And, of course, Moscow Ballet brings that intangible but distinctly Russian emotionalism.
"It's Russian emotions, Russian soul," Ms. Todinova says. "It makes ballet more touchable, more passionate."
Moscow Ballet tours dozens of American cities every year, offering the classic "Great Russian Nutcracker," "Sleeping Beauty," "Cinderella" and, of course, "Swan Lake." This year Moscow Ballet celebrates its 20th anniversary with this tour, featuring lead dancers Karyna Shatkovsakaya and Vladimir Tkachenko.
Meanwhile Ms. Todinova, who also serves as Moscow Ballet's audition director, travels the country in search of young talent, auditioning and training hundreds of young dancers to perform alongside Moscow Ballet's some 40 professional dancers in various 2012 tour productions. She sees working with young dancers as a highlight of being with Moscow Ballet.
"I think this is just a beautiful opportunity," Ms. Todinova says. "It's a chance for (young dancers) to see us, the Russian professional dancers, and they can dance with us side-by-side. ... It's just a great opportunity for them, I think."
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