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		Chumash spiritual leader Adelina Alva-Padilla says a blessing Saturday at Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network's Wendy McCaw Wildlife Care Center.
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August 26, 2012 6:36 AM
Under a clear sky and in a light breeze, Adelina Alva-Padilla , spiritual leader of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, said a blessing Saturday for the animals and the people caring for them at the Wendy McCaw Wildlife Care Center , Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network's permanent rehabilitation facility, 1460 N. Fairview Ave. in Goleta.
The only center of its kind in Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo counties, the facility rescues and rehabilitates injured wild birds, mammals and reptiles.
In all, the organization helps some 4,000 critters a year.
"They have the heart for the animals," Ms. Alva-Padilla said, while fanning smoke from burning dried sage in an abalone shell. "It's a good place, a good place."
A dozen or so people were on hand for the afternoon event.
Nearby, 60 of the 200 pelicans that have been rescued since mid-June whiled away the time in one enclosure, while in another, 20 cormorants, a near-gaggle of geese, several sea gulls and even some ducklings relaxed and rejuvenated.
"The pelican crisis was really hard on us," said Lessie Nixon Schontzler , Wildlife Care Network president.
But even the cormorants are proving to be another tough case, said Julia Parker, director.
"They're coming in with a big parasite load."
Whatever the case, once an animal at the facility, named for News-Press co-publisher Wendy McCaw, is healthy again, volunteers work to release it.
And like other nonprofit organizations, Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network relies on donations, grants and the like to do its work — a reality not lost on the Chumash spiritual leader, Ms. Alva-Padilla.
"I know the ancestors liked to say, 'Don't ask for money,' but it helps," she said.
"It helps."
For more information on the Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network, call 681-1080 or go to www.sbwcn.org.
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