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Leader makes case for Camp 4 homes

Vincent Armenta/Commentary | Posted: Thursday, April 12, 2012 12:15 am
Our tribe is pleased with the community support and encouragement we’ve received over the years as we’ve grown our businesses. Our tribe’s prosperity is intertwined with our county’s economic well-being.

These are days when some cities in the county have double-digit unemployment rates. Our enterprises employ 1,700 people, and it’s a great satisfaction to know that we can provide reliable jobs for county residents even in this economy.

Our tribal government’s plan to provide more options for homes for tribal families also comes with benefits for county residents. We asked one of California’s leading, independent forecast agencies to look at the economic impacts of building these homes.

The report by the California Economic Forecast says: “While the project is relatively small in size, it will produce measurable impacts to the county’s economy during the 2013 to 2016 period.”

The report adds that these homes for tribal families will create hundreds of jobs, increase income in the county by $70 million to $90 million, and pump sales tax revenue into the general funds of the county and cities.

Dr. Mark Schniepp of the California Economic Forecast authored the report. He’s known as one of the most respected forecasters in California and was associated with the UCSB Economic Forecast Project. Dr. Schniepp also has served as the senior economist for the State Controller’s Office, and as a consulting economist to the California Department of Transportation and the UCLA Anderson Forecast.

His firm regularly issues real estate and economic outlooks for Santa Barbara, Ventura and other counties.

Here’s a bit of background on our plan.

Our tribe in 2010 bought about 1,400 acres of land two miles east of our reservation. We want to place the property — known as Camp 4 — into federal trust to let our 143 tribal members build homes for their families on land under the stewardship of our tribal government.

Federal trust status will help ensure that this land never is taken away from our tribe. 

This is so important to us because our tribe has lost virtually all of its historic territory. Our ancestors ended up on a sliver of land in the 1800s after Mexico secularized the missions. Much of our 137-acre reservation is made up of a streambed and creek banks. There’s even an easement for state Highway 246 running through it.

On the Camp 4 property, we envision quality housing that is compatible with the adjacent area. We will agree to a no-gaming provision on this land in any federal legislation to expand our reservation. 

Building these homes for our families will be a win-win, for us and for the greater community.

For example, the California Economic Forecast’s report says: “The project will create a significant employment impact to a Santa Barbara County construction industry that has downsized substantially in recent years. There will be spin-off effects that produce more job opportunities in the retail, professional services, and financial activities sectors.”

As someone with a construction background, I know how the recession has hurt families who rely on construction jobs. The county’s construction employment has decreased by nearly 3,500 jobs, 35 percent, over the past four years.

Our home-building could create between 100 and 360 construction jobs in the county each year. These jobs will help create even more jobs, helping to speed up our community’s recovery.

To learn more, please visit www.chumashfacts.com on the Web.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

