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	Chumash set own town hall about land controversy

NORA K. WALLACE, NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER 
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Vincent Armenta, chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, stands at CampÊ4, land owned by the tribe at State Route 154 and Armour Ranch Road. 
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Officials of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians want to set the record straight about plans for 1,400 undeveloped rural acres and they're inviting members of the community to their casino to hear about it. 

With a blaring headline declaring "You heard the FICTION, now hear the FACTs," the Chumash are placing ads in local newspapers announcing their own town hall meeting. 

The gathering will take place at 6 p.m. Sept. 16 at the Samala Showroom, within the Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 E. State Route 246. Because it is a gambling establishment, no one younger than the age of 18 will be admitted inside. 

"We want to share the facts about the simple idea of a tribal government's desire to use tribal land for tribal housing," the ad declares. 

The meeting is a direct response to an Aug. 26 town hall gathering that drew more than 600 Santa Ynez Valley residents to the Solvang Veterans Memorial Building. The meeting was sponsored by Preservation of Los Olivos; We Watch; Preservation of Santa Ynez; and Santa Ynez Valley Concerned Citizens. Included were presentations by one California expert in tribal gaming and two attorneys who have been involved in tribal land disputes and other tribal gaming matters. 

Both meetings are centered on the future of some 1,400 acres of ranch land purchased by the Chumash last year from the family of the late Fess Parker. Chumash Chairman Vincent Armenta said last month that the tribe hopes to build 143 homes for tribal members on the property known as Camp 4, as well as maintaining an existing wine-grape growing operation. 

The tribe has not determined whether it will seek to place the land into its reservation boundaries via a "fee-to-trust" status, a federal designation which essentially removes the land from county jurisdiction in terms of zoning and property tax payments. 

"Many questions have surfaced regarding our Camp 4 property," Mr. Armenta said in a statement Wednesday. "While we don't yet have development plans in place, we do know that tribal housing is a priority for us. In addition, we would like to put to rest concerns the community may have regarding the process of placing land into federal trust." 

Mr. Armenta said previously the main hope for the land is to build a residential development for the 140 enrolled tribal members. The homes -- one plot of land per tribal member -- would be on 250 acres now containing a wheat field. Acreage is also leased for cattle grazing and 230 acres of grapes are used by local vintners. 

Opponents of tribal development contend the Chumash plan to do a "bait and switch" and build a sprawling casino complex, which they fear will turn the rural area into a "casino town." 

The 1,400 acres cover about two square miles in an area sweeping from Armour Ranch Road at the intersection of State Routes 154 and 246 northward toward Baseline and Mora avenues. 

"We are a tribal government that would like to build tribal housing on our tribal land for our tribal members -- it's as simple as that," Mr. Armenta said. 

During the tribe's public meeting, a panel will discuss tribal land development issues. In addition to Mr. Armenta, the panel will include Carl Artman, former assistant secretary of Indian Affairs; Dave Schaffer, executive director of All Mission Indian Housing Authority; and Kevin Bearquiver, assistant director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs' Pacific Region. 


