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Governor creates position for tribal communication

By Julian J. Ramos / Staff Writer /  Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 12:00 am 

[image: image2.jpg]
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Gov. Jerry Brown signs an executive order creating an unpaid tribal advisor’s position in the governor’s office. He was joined Sept. 19 by, from left, Chairwoman Lynn Valbuena of the Tribal Alliance of Sovereign Indian Nations; Vice Chairman Richard Gomez of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians; Chairman Bo Mazzetti of the Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians; and Jacob Appelsmith, senior advisor to the governor.

Gov. Jerry Brown has created an unpaid position in his office “to strengthen communication and collaboration between California state government and Native American tribes,” according to an executive order signed last week.

The tribal advisor position is intended to “facilitate communication and consultations between the tribes, the Office of the Governor, state agencies, and agency tribal liaisons,” according to the order that Brown signed Sept. 19 at the All California Tribes Meeting of the Tribal Alliance of Sovereign Indian Nations in Sacramento.

The advisor will also review pending state legislation and regulations regarding tribes and make recommendations on the proposals.

Vice Chairman Richard Gomez of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians attended the signing ceremony on behalf of Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta, who was part of a committee that helped get the position created.

“I, along with two other tribal chairmen, have been working behind the scenes to establish this new position in the governor’s office,” Armenta said in written statement. “We are confident that the tribal advisor will help strengthen the relationship between the governor and his staff and California tribes.”

Santa Barbara County Supervisor Doreen Farr, whose 3rd District includes the Santa Ynez Valley, said she had not heard about the governor’s plan until he announced it publicly.

“I don’t think it (the new position) has any significance other than that he feels they’re an important constituency,” Farr said.

Once someone is appointed, she added, she will invite the person for a tour of the Valley “to see the pros and the cons” of local issues involving the Chumash tribe.

“I’m always for more communication, so if this includes communication not only to and from the tribes but with the communities on these issues, then it’s a good thing,” Farr added.

Kathy Cleary, president of Preservation of Los Olivos, a Santa Ynez Valley community group that has fought expansion of the Chumash reservation, said she is concerned about the lack of consideration for the public in the process of forming the new position and the lack of accountability to the public from whoever is assigned to the job.

“It’s very concerning that decision-making can be happening that impacts and often times hurts the public” without public input, she said.

The governor’s staff is talking to candidates to fill the job as quickly as possible, said Elizabeth Ashford, the governor’s chief deputy press secretary.

“We want to get the right person in there,” she said.

When Brown took office in January, he said it was a priority to have someone in a government-to-government role on policy decisions between the state and its Native American tribes, she noted.

Brown’s order applies to all California Native Americans, not just federally recognized tribes.

