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Santa Ynez Indian leader gains gateway to governor's office
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	Governor Jerry Brown signs an executive order to establish the position of tribal advisor. 
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Richard Gomez, vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, is one of several Indian leaders who will have direct access to the governor's office after Gov. Jerry Brown signed an executive order Monday. 

According to the governor's office, Gov. Brown is establishing a new position of tribal advisor in his own office to strengthen ties between California's government and Native American tribes in the state. Mr. Gomez was among the leaders present at the Sacramento signing. 

"Whereas the state is committed to strengthening and sustaining effective government-to-government relationships between the state and the tribes by identifying areas of mutual concern and working to develop partnerships and consensus," states part of Executive Order B-10-11. 

Mr. Gomez has held positions in tribal government for the past two decades. 

In March of this year, he was named "Tribal Leader of the Year" by the Native American Finance Officers Association. In 2010, Mr. Gomez was selected as a recipient of the 2010 American Indian Heritage Month Local Leadership Awards.
