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Mission, others honored for historic preservation
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Tracy Farhad, left, and Solvang Mayor Jim Richardson listen to the Rev. Gerald Barron reviewing the history of Mission Santa Ines. The photo behind him shows the bell tower that was rebuilt with the help of newly arrived Danish settlers after it was destroyed in a rainstorm in 1911. The row of three spaces for bells was a mistake, later corrected to two.

Mission Santa Ines, the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians were honored Wednesday for “outstanding participation and dedication to Solvang’s rich cultural heritage,” said Mayor Jim Richardson in making presentations in the mission’s gardens.

The ceremony was the 10th of 12 monthly events this year to create a “Heritage Trail” of about two dozen educational, cultural and historical sites around Solvang’s downtown area.

The Rev. Gerald Barron, pastor of the mission, expressed gratitude for being included and added that “the cooperation of all the communities here (in the Santa Ynez Valley) has been a beautiful work of God.”

The Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation was honored for its extensive work to restore and preserve the “mission mills,” which are on a separate property just east of the mission.

The Chumash were recognized particularly for their efforts in cultural education for tribal youth, including the revival of the tribe’s nearly extinct Samala language, organizing language classes and even creating a Samala dictionary.

In accepting a certificate, the tribe’s Cultural Affairs Director Nakia Zavalla addressed the small crowd in both Samala and English and presented a Samala dictionary to Executive Director Esther Jacobsen Bates of the Elverhoj Museum of History and Art.

The Elverhoj and the Solvang Convention and Visitors Bureau are coordinating creation of the Heritage Trail.

Tracy Farhad, executive director of the Visitors Bureau, said the Heritage Trail is a vehicle through which “Solvang’s heartfelt story is being told from the inside out.”

Each of the recipients also was given a certificate by Darcel Elliott, a staff member of state Assemblyman Das Williams, D-Santa Barbara.

Mission Santa Ines, founded in 1804 by Spanish Franciscan padres, quickly became the center of a highly successful agriculture community with plentiful harvests and livestock numbering in the thousands.

Bates cited records from 1817 showing that the mission’s operations included 6,000 cattle and thousands of sheep, as well as goats, pigs, pack animals and hundreds of horses.

In the 1820s, the mission added a grist mill for processing corn and wheat and a fulling mill for cleaning and processing wool cloth.

The mills fell into complete disrepair, but over the years were partially restored privately and then sold to the historic trust, which has been instrumental in purchasing and preserving them.

The trust has since sold the mills property to the state Parks Department as part of a deal that makes the trust responsible for developing the land and buildings into a historical park.

Richard Rojas, a board member and chairman of the trust’s mills committee, told the audience that the nonprofit organization got involved because it was obvious the state would never find money to preserve a key remnant of the area’s agricultural history.

“Leaving it to government isn’t enough these days,” said Rojas, a retired State Parks employee who also helped restore La Purisima Mission near Lompoc.

For both those preservation efforts, he thanked trust employees, “lots of volunteers” and “a community that values preserving its cultural heritage.”

The mission’s pastor briefly traced the history of the mission and noted that his order, the Capuchin Franciscan Friars, had worked hard to restore and maintain the historic buildings and grounds since the Archdiocese of Los Angeles invited them to take over its operations in 1924.

Despite being recognized as a historic landmark both statewide and nationally, the mission receives no government funds for maintenance and restoration.

Among other things, the order has established a mission museum featuring a rich collection of paintings, statuary, vestments, manuscripts and artifacts of the area’s Chumash, Spanish and Mexican heritage.

For more information on the Heritage Trail, go to the Elverhoj Museum at 1624 Elverhoy Way, call 686-1211 or go to www.elverhoj.org.

