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Tribes from across continent gather for powwow

By CATHERINE SHEN, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT 

[image: image1.png]


October 2, 2011 7:26 AM

Growing up with a childhood filled with stories and songs about the Timbisha Shoshone tribe in Death Valley, traditional dancer Vernon Hanson loved sharing his culture and has been dancing since he could walk. 

	Dennis Butterfly dances Saturday in the 16th annual Chumash Intertribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Campground in Santa Ynez. 

	MIKE ELIASON/NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS 


"When we dance, we represent the people first," Mr. Hanson said, dressed in black-and-white traditional regalia with handmade red beads. "Then we dance for our families. After that, we dance for ourselves." 
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Mr. Hanson, along with several hundred other Native American dancers, performed at the 16th annual Chumash Intertribal Pow-Wow on Saturday. More than 40 tribes, from Canada to Mexico, gathered at the Live Oak Campground in Santa Ynez Valley to share music, dances, history and culture. 

This year, the powwow also pays tribute to military veterans. 

	Saginaw Grant, born in 1936, is a member of the Sac and Fox, Iowa and Otoe-Missouria nations. 

	


"We are here to remember our veterans both past and present," said Dominica Valencia, chairwoman of the powwow committee. "The way the world is at, currently, they are warriors. We have to honor all of our warriors, tribe or no tribe." 

The event is expected to draw more than 6,000 spectators over the course of the weekend. 

"You don't normally see this out in the open," Ms. Valencia said. "There are other areas in the state that holds powwows but they are usually in auditoriums. We are out in nature; we have the natural setting where people display their handmade jewelry, their crafts and different regalia." 
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Golden dust brushed against the dancer's feet and sprinkled into the air. Deep and rich tones of tribal incantations and rhythmic drumming welcomed visitors while they meander through the tents filled with colorful handweaved dream catchers, ceramic clay pots and carved statues of wolves, horses and turtles. 

	Children dance at the event. 

	


Guillermo Martinez of the Tarascan tribe had a tent filled with handmade flutes, drums and rattles made from exotic woods and cedar. 

With a vision to showcase traditional musical instruments, Mr. Martinez said he has been creating instruments and making music for the past 20 years. 

"The Indian art is still not really considered as 'real' art," he said, "so it's important to bring quality to the table." 
Friendship is an important aspect of the powwow, Mr. Martinez said. 

"You never know who you might meet," he said. "Some friendships may be long-termed while others may be fleeting. But you know we are brought together because of our traditions and it's exciting to try to understand it." 

People set up chairs and blankets to make sure they had the best spot to watch the first performance of the day, the gourd dance. Usually performed by veterans, it is also the traditional beginning of all Indian ceremonies. Following the opening dance was the grand entry, a presentation of all the tribes. 

Dance competitions are part of the celebration, with participants from the elders to "tiny tots." Dances include categories such as northern traditional and southern straight, grass and fancy dances. Women's dances include northern and southern buckskin and northern and southern cloth, jingle dress and fancy shawl. 

Northern traditional dancer Duane Whitehorse said they learn by competing with different tribes from all over the country, and after a little friendly rivalry, they are always able to shake hands and stay friends. 

The U.S. has more than 500 tribes, and more than 100 of them are in California, Mr. Whitehorse said. 

"People see us solely as 'Indians' ", Mr. Whitehorse said, "but we have different nations, totally different languages, culture and history. We're no different from the French, Germans or Irish, and I hope people can learn about that here." 

The powwow continues today from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with a gourd dance at noon and the grand entry performance at 1 p.m. 

Live Oak Campground is at 4650 State Route 154. There is no charge for admission to the powwow but parking is $5. Proceeds from the parking will be used for tribal educational ventures. 
