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Tribe wants people to have information

By Richard Gomez Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Thursday, October 13, 2011 7:14 pm | 

First, we’d like to thank the hundreds of residents who attended our September public meeting about our tribe’s purchase of the Camp Four property in the valley.

Our goal is to provide you with the facts, rather than play on emotion. We’ve repeatedly said we are not building a second casino on the Camp Four property. Building a second casino so close to our existing casino doesn’t make any financial sense. Furthermore, the federal laws regarding building casinos on land taken into trust after 1988 make this basically impossible.

The simple truth is that we hope to place the land into trust so we can build homes to create a tribal community for families on land under the jurisdiction of their local tribal government.

Unfortunately, as soon as our meeting ended, the opposition groups tried to put their negative spin on it and stir up more emotion. One tribal opponent was quoted in a newspaper saying: “We’re all just running around to stop their latest tactics to get more land and power.” These groups at a meeting in August compared themselves to people laying down their lives in Libya, Syria and Yemen.

Enough with the fear-mongering.

All this is nothing new to us. These are the same small groups of people who have opposed nearly everything we’d like to do, even including our hope to build a cultural museum and park on land we purchased in Santa Ynez.

We hope you, too, have had enough of such rhetoric.

We invite you to visit our new Web site — www.chumashfacts.com — to read for yourself some of the information about our goals and the rules and regulations on tribal land use. We’ve also placed a video of our public meeting on our website for those of you who could not attend.

I wanted to address one point that we sometimes hear: “Why doesn’t the tribe just build homes on fee land like everyone else and not place the land into federal trust? Or why doesn’t the tribe just build homes on the present reservation?”

The first part of the answer involves understanding our current situation on our 137-acre reservation. Tribal members who left Mission Santa Ines after Mexico secularized the missions ended up on land in and along a creekbed. Today, part of our land even is taken over with an easement for state Highway 246. There’s no room left.

As Dave Shaffer of All Indian Mission Housing explained at our public meeting, much of the housing stock on the reservation was built through low-income grants from HUD. The homes are on small lots and have accessibility problems for our elders. Overcrowding exists with multiple families living in the same houses.

It also is important to us, as tribal people, to live on land that is under the jurisdiction of our local tribal government. This is the essence of who are as a people. For the past hundreds of years — first with the Spanish, then with the Mexican government, and now with our federal government — we have remained as a tribe living together often in face of efforts to break up the tribe.

The Camp Four property provides an opportunity to create homes for our tribal members and their family members on land the Chumash have used long before the first contact with the Spanish. We have deep cultural and spiritual connections to this land and want to return it to the stewardship of our local tribal government.

It is as basic as that.

Richard Gomez is the Vice Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

