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Nine groups get grants from tribe’s foundation

By Julian J. Ramos/Staff Writer Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Thursday, November 3, 2011 

While recognizing the work of nonprofit groups in Santa Barbara County, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians awarded $32,000 to nine organizations during its charitable foundation's second annual dinner event last week.

The Chumash Foundation, created in 2005 and governed by the tribe's Business Committee, presented $5,000 grants and award certificates Friday in five categories to: Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation for culture and recreation services; Santa Barbara Channelkeeper, community enhancement and environment services; Santa Barbara County Education Office, education and personal development services; Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Santa Barbara County, health and human services; and Ventura County Indian Education Consortium, Native American services.

"We build solid partnerships in the community through our foundation, and we host this event in order to honor those partnerships," said Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta to about 200 invited guests at the Samala Showroom in the Chumash Casino Resort.

"We want to pay tribute to the many organizations who do so much to make this community a better place to live and work," he said.

By playing a "money ball machine" game, four other groups won money totaling $7,000. They were Lompoc Hospital District, $2,500; Santa Barbara Neighborhood Clinics, $2,500; Scholarship Foundation of Santa Barbara, $1,000; and Junior Blind Olympics, $1,000.

Representatives from more than 40 local groups and agencies attended, according to Veronica Sandoval, the foundation's executive director.

The tribe has donated more than $15 million to local groups, organizations and schools throughout the years.

In 2011, the foundation has awarded $1 million, including $30,000 each to the Buellton Senior Center, Solvang Senior Center and the Friends of the Library of the Santa Ynez Valley.

The tribe raised $90,000 at its seventh annual Chumash Charity Golf Classic in August at the River Course at the Alisal Guest Ranch in Solvang.
