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Preschool kids get important lesson

Staff Report Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 12:00 am | 



Chumash Wildland Fire Department firefighter Tayler Delgado donned full gear, which included a respirator mask and helmet, during a recent fire safety and prevention presentation at Windmill Valley Preschool in Santa Ynez.

Students at Windmill Valley Preschool in Santa Ynez had special visitors recently from the Chumash Wildland Fire Department.

Coinciding with the school’s fire prevention week, the hour-long presentation Nov. 14 by engineer Gilbert Romero and firefighters Quntan Garcia and Tayler Delgado included a hands-on demonstration of the Chumash fire engine equipment and fire safety lessons for the young students.

Delgado also suited up in full gear, which included a respirator mask and helmet.

“Each school year we dedicate an entire week to teaching the kids about fire safety and prevention,” owner and lead teacher Gina Ruse said in a statement. “We teach kids the importance of knowing how to dial 911 in an emergency; stop, drop and roll; and we schedule our annual fire extinguisher to be serviced during this week so kids become aware of what a valuable tool the fire extinguisher is.”

Founded in 2004 as a basic fire training program, the tribe’s Fire Department is the first to respond to a wildland fire on the Chumash Reservation in Santa Ynez — an area of about 150 acres.

Coverage of structures and the Chumash Casino Resort is the responsibility of the Santa Barbara County Fire Department.

“Our presentations in local schools are just as important as fighting fires,” said J.P. Zavalla, the department’s battalion chief, in a written statement. “To know that a majority of fires are set by kids playing with matches, what we teach in schools is not only fire safety but also fire prevention.”

For information on scheduling a Chumash Wildland Fire Department school presentation, call 693-0606.

