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	Amgen gala at Root 246

NORA K. WALLACE, NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER 
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On Friday, after the throngs have dispersed, cow bells have been stowed away for next year and exhausted riders trucked to their next racing destination, the city of Solvang is going to party hard. 

Starting around 6 p.m. at Root 246 at the Hotel Corque, the Solvang Local Organizing Committee is hosting its Amgen Tour of California Gala. 

The event features a wine tasting reception from 6 to 7 p.m., provided by The Solvang Wine Experience. A three-course gourmet dinner will be prepared by chef Bradley Ogden. 

There is a limit of 250 people at the gala, and organizers Max Hanberg and Carol Petersen, the volunteer co-chairs of the Solvang Local Organizing Committee, are hoping to sell as many tickets as possible to help defray the $110,000 cost of hosting the time trial. 

"For me, it's more of a celebration of a lot of the hard work and to celebrate a great day of racing," Ms. Petersen said. "It will be everybody who has worked so hard, the community that supported us and the cycling fans all getting together in one spot." 

Committee member Theresa Barnes has secured a press pass for the time trial, and will project a slide show of her images from the day during the gala. 

Silent and live auctions will be held along with a raffle for a $1,500 Allez Comp road bike donated by Dr. J's Bike Shop in Solvang. Raffle tickets are $5 each or five for $20 and are available at www.tourofcalifornia-solvang.com/raffle.php or the gala. 

Among the other items for auction are a cruiser bike donated by Rabobank and a signed Lance Armstrong jersey donated by AEG, promoters of the Tour of California. Solvang City Manager Brad Vidro is auctioning off a pizza dinner he'll make in his pizza oven at his home, Ms. Petersen said. 

The guest speaker for the evening is Chris Carmichael, a member of the 1984 U.S. Olympic cycling team. In 1986, Mr. Carmichael was a member of the first U.S. team, sponsored by 7-11, to race in the Tour de France. 

The 1999 U.S. Olympic Committee Coach of the Year, Mr. Carmichael now runs Carmichael Training Systems. On Monday, he announced the leasing of a 3,000-square-foot facility at 3640 Sagunto St. in Santa Ynez for his first West Coast location. Some of his training coaches will be at the gala dinner Friday. 

Mr. Carmichael has coached seven-time Tour de France champion Mr. Armstrong and four-time Olympic cyclist George Hincapie, among others. 

Mr. Carmichael will have a unique experience to speak about during the gala. He and 22 other cyclists will be riding the entire Tour of California route each day, before the professional cyclists hit each stage. 

Tickets are $95 per person for the gala. Tickets may be purchased online at www.tourofcalifornia-solvang.com/gala.php or by sending a check payable to: City of Solvang Attn: Gala. Mail to: 1644 Oak St., Solvang 93463. Tickets will be held at the door. 


