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Santa Barbara - The Chumash Tribe has agreed to restrictions in its expanded liquor license application, and by doing so, it has won support from the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors.

If it is approved, the Alcohol Beverage Control, known as the ABC, will still have a hearing and take comments from the public.

Some residents in the Santa Ynez Valley say, an expanded liquor license at the Chumash Casino will result in more drunk drivers on the nearby highways.

The tribe says it will only be selling alcohol in two restaurants, and in the Sambala Showroom when banquets are held. There will be no alcohol sold during concerts, boxing or martial arts events. Food service is a key component to the expanded alcohol license request.

County Supervisor Doreen Farr was concerned about the expanded use of alcohol and voted against the agreement. She believes there will be more calls for service to the fire and sheriff departments at a time when funding cuts have made it difficult to handle existing calls.

A date for the full ABC hearing on the local concerns has not been set at this time.

