	



	ONSTAGE : The Brand You Can Trust - UK bad boy Russell Brand has settled down, but his comedy hasn't
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	RUSSELL BRAND
When: 8 p.m. Thursday

Where: Chumash Casino,

3400 E Highway 246, Santa Ynez

Cost: $45 to $85

Information: chumashcasino.com

Sometime last year I was contacted by a British television company who wanted to interview me about Katy Perry. Having interviewed our town's pop princess in 2008, they saw me as a "local expert" on her rise to fame (this title, of course, is entirely debatable.) Once the cameras arrived, what British minds really wanted to know was how we could lose Miss Perry to their very, very bad boy of comedy, Russell Brand.

The insinuation was that Brand, who courts controversy no matter what media format he's taken part in, would corrupt the flirty-but-chaste Miss Perry. Brand had been fodder for the tabloids since the beginning of his career — the gossip rags were hoping a honeymoon would double the equation.

But for Brand, who comes to the Chumash Casino this Thursday, that didn't happen. Instead, it looks more like Katy has tamed everything about Brand except his fork-in-light socket hair. Where his standup routines — full of stream of consciousness, odd accents and digressions — unleashed his id in scatological and brutally sexual detail, his recent work refers a lot to "the wifey" and how he's found some peace. (Audiences will still gasp, though. He's cleaned up his private life, not his vocabulary.)

This sounds just about right for a man who was only recently a heroin addict, a sex addict, and in love with fame itself. And that's only in adulthood. His childhood is marked by a father who left, a mother who battled cancer three times, and bouts of bulimia, self-harm, depression and bipolar disorder. And yet, his vision of being famous pulled him forward. He caught the acting bug in a school musical ("Bugsy Malone"), and earned a grant to drama school. He was asked to leave due to his drug use and bad behavior. A few years later he was accepted to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, but again was kicked out after cutting himself with broken glass after being criticized after a performance.

The pattern continued even after his star began to rise, and made for great press. MTV fired him after 1) coming to work on September 12, 2001 dressed as Osama Bin Laden, and 2) bringing his drug dealer to work (along with the drug dealer's young son). Before Katy Perry, Brand's list of female conquests became legendary. And even an eventless MTV Music Award show earned him criticism by making jokes at the Jonas Brothers' expense.

But now with a burgeoning Hollywood career, Brand is clearly looking to — excuse the pun — brand himself as his former self, playing a debauched rock star in both "Forgetting Sarah Marshall" and "Get Him to the Greek" and an alcoholic billionaire in the remake of "Arthur." Don't discount these performances — they are only a percentage of what really went on, he seems to say.

Brand and his wife now live in Los Feliz and have a marriage that is "at once the most mundane and spectacular thing in the world," as he said in a Details interview. Getting married in India may not be mundane, but his life is all about the work, either on his career or his inner self. He attends AA meetings weekly. He follows transcendental meditation. The wildness now has a channel.

In an early American standup, Brand joked, "My personality does not work without fame. Without fame this haircut looks like mental illness."

Now it looks like success.
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