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Tribal businesses show responsibility

Vincent Armenta/Commentary | Posted: Thursday, July 21, 2011 12:00 am
When the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors met on July 5, one of the items on their agenda was to discuss withdrawing their protest of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians’ application for expansion of an existing license with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).

We are pleased that the Board of Supervisors ultimately decided to withdraw their protest (in a 3-2 vote) and we are appreciative that the majority of them understood that the tribe agreed to the multiple conditions outlined by Sheriff Brown.

We had previously met with Sheriff Brown to discuss his concerns with our expanded liquor license. We agreed to a set of conditions that addressed each of his concerns — many of which were already handled with existing conditions. 

We understand that the size of our gaming facility, along with the volume of guests we entertain on a daily basis, may be of concern. However, we have approached our expanded liquor license application as we have approached all of our business ventures: with caution, care and with the community in mind.

In 2003 when we applied for our original liquor license with the ABC for our restaurant, the protesters came out in full force citing every reason in the world for the ABC to not grant us a license. We prevailed. This time around, there were only a handful of protesters who, I might add, have protested everything we have ever done in the past decade. 

I believe that the lack of protesters this time around is due to the fact that the majority of the members of this community have seen us demonstrate time and again that we are responsible business owners and take all of our ventures seriously — including our liquor license. 

We have instituted a thorough training program for employees who serve alcohol to ensure that they know when to stop serving an individual. In addition, we have limited alcohol consumption to various places within our facility and we are not serving alcohol on the gaming floor. As we have done for the past several years with our original license for our restaurant, The Willows, we will administer routine tests to confirm that all the checks and balances are in place.

Third District Supervisor Doreen Farr said that the board had to 

act in the best interest 

of the community. I believe that their 3-2 vote in favor of withdrawing their protest of our expanded liquor license is acting in the best interest of the community. After all, we have a right — like all other businesses in the county that serve alcohol — to apply for and be granted an expanded license. We have acted responsibly with our existing license.

While there are still additional hurdles we have to face when the ABC holds its hearing on our application, we are pleased that the majority of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors understands the value of equality when it comes to businesses. And we are satisfied that we have adequately demonstrated to them — and to the majority of the community — that we have acted and will continue to act in a responsible manner when operating our facilities.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

